
#31 Emor Leviticus 21:1-24:25      By Moshe Schwab  

While Praying 

* Enjoy how God uses you and moves in you. 

* God’s kingdom is amazing; stay close to God in all you do. 

* Watch where you step spiritually and don’t give way in your walk. 

* Cast your care on God and be at peace. God can provide help even in difficult times.    

 

Emor means, “say.” This portion commands the Cohanim (priests) not to make themselves unclean by 

touching the dead unless it was a close relative. They are also not do rituals that the pagans did like 

cutting gashes in their skin. They are to be holy for God. The Cohanim are not to marry a divorced 

woman, a prostitute, or a woman who is not a virgin. The daughter of a Cohanim is to be pure. The 

Cohanim are consecrated and anointed with oil. No descendant of Aaron who has a defect should be 

allowed near the veil. No one who is unclean is to come near the holy things until he does what is 

necessary to be clean again. No outsider or servant is to eat holy food. If eaten accidentally the person is 

to restore what is eaten plus 1/5.  

 

The people were to be a holy separate people and the priests were to be especially holy. The priests 

prefigured the Messiah Yeshua who would be perfect and be The Tzadik (the righteous one) from heaven 

(Jeremiah 23:5-6). Yeshua died for our sins as a sacrifice without the blemish of sin; He rose from the 

dead, and He ascended to be with the Father our Yehovah. Yeshua prayed, "Now, Father, glorify me 

alongside yourself. Give me the same glory I had with you before the world existed;" John 17:5 CJB. 

 

Also, in this portion, free will offerings should have no blemish or any type of defect. God has sanctified 

Israel to be their God. They are to keep Shabbat, Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, Shavuot (they 

should not reap to the corners of their fields), Yom Kippur, and Sukkot. The details and dates are given 

for each feast. God gave the feasts as signs it says in Genesis 1:14. The word "seasons" is the word for 

feasts, "moedim." So, the night sky was to determine the signs and the feasts. The feasts are times of joy 

(except for Yom Kippur which is a solemn observance for the forgiveness of sins). Shabbat occurs every 

week. Shaul tells us to have joy in Philippians 4:4; he is referring to having joy on the weekly Shabbat 

and on God's feasts.  

 

The portion also says they were to use pure oil for the menorah and it was not to go out. They were to 

make bread for the tabernacle and the Cohanim were to eat it there. Those that use the name of Yehovah 

(Yud-Hey-Vav-Hey; the name of God) in a curse or kill another man were to be put to death and those 

who cause injury were to make restitution. The portion concludes with them stoning a man who was using 

God's name in a curse.  

 

This portion has laws about contact with the dead, how to keep hair, marriage, those qualified to offer 

sacrifices, who can eat from the donations, a mikvah requirement to be clean, animal sacrifices, the Lord's 

name and not to use it blasphemously, the Lord's feasts, leaving crops for the poor, fasting on Yom 

Kippur, living in booths on Sukkot, using clear oil for the Mishkan lamps, and restitution.  

 

We should be ever mindful to help the poor. "Speak up for those who can't speak for themselves, for the 

rights of all who need an advocate. Speak up, judge righteously, defend the cause of the poor and the 

needy;" Proverbs 31:8-9 CJB. If we damage anything, we should make restitution. It has always been 

understood that the "eye for an eye" in this portion did not mean a literal eye for an eye, but that 

restitution should be made to others we've harmed. 

 

We frequently talk about doing things God's way. We are to do things God's way even though we may not 

understand why. Perhaps limiting contact with the dead could help reduce problems related to disease. 
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Perhaps it was the custom of idol worshippers to do specific things related to idol worship with their hair. 

We probably should be careful not to emulate any practice associated with idol worship in our present day 

including having statues, pictures, and crosses that are sometimes used for worship (to pray to). Yeshua 

said we should be a good example. He uses a hyperbole (an exaggeration) to tell us that (Luke 17:2). 

 

Should we still fast on Yom Kippur? They are God's feasts and there is no reason to believe they are no 

longer God's feasts. Yochanan (John) said we all sin and need to confess our sin in 1 John. Since he is 

Jewish, he probably is not only referring to our daily acts of repentance, but also to the general 

introspection and confession of sins on Yom Kippur which may reveal other sins we need to repent of.  

 

Should we live in booths on Sukkot? This command is directed at Israel and has to do with the Sinai 

covenant. Not all commands are pertinent for the messianic believer although we can surely participate if 

we so choose. Living in booths should remind us of God's care for Israel. For messianic believers, we 

should be reminded that God does indeed care for His people (just as God cared for Israel in the desert) 

and that we are to seek His help at the throne of grace it says in Hebrews 4:16. In Temple worship, only 

the high priest could enter the holiest place, but that is not true for the messianic believer. There is a 

change of perspective in the Brit Chadashah (New Testament portion); the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) 

lives in us and we can approach God, but it always should be done respectfully.  

 

One of the amazing things we have in this age is the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. There are gifts 

of the Holy Spirit (Romans 12:4-8) and fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). "Moreover, to each 

person is given the particular manifestation of the Spirit that will be for the common good;" 1 Corinthians 

12:7 CJB. It says we each have evidences (manifestations)of the Holy Spirit that we can use to help each 

other. At a home group I went to years ago, my friend said that God wanted to answer prayers that night. 

So, I got prayer for my shoulder and God healed my shoulder instantly. The Bible says God can heal us 

and give us knowledge and wisdom. You name it, God can help us with it. When I went to college, God 

gave me the strength through the Holy Spirit to work hard and study hard. I needed that; don't we all need 

help sometimes?  

 

God leads us, helps us, teaches us, and does miracles and healings through us. Yeshua said, "Yes, indeed! 

I tell you that whoever trusts in me will also do the works I do! Indeed, he will do greater ones, because I 

am going to the Father;" John 14:12 CJB. Enjoy how God uses you and moves in you through the Holy 

Spirit. It is surprising and awesome what God will do for us. Just writing this I am feeling a sense of joy 

and peace.  

 

Wouldn't you like to feel that way all the time?  God’s kingdom is amazing; stay close to God in all you 

do. It says in Psalm 145:18-19 CJB, " ADONAI is close to all who call on him, to all who sincerely call 

on him. He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them." Also, look at 

Psalm 100:2-5 CJB: 

"Serve ADONAI with gladness. Enter his presence with joyful songs. Be aware that ADONAI is 

God; it is he who made us; and we are his, his people, the flock in his pasture. Enter his gates with 

thanksgiving, enter his courtyards with praise; give thanks to him, and bless his name. For 

ADONAI is good, his grace continues forever, and his faithfulness lasts through all generations." 

God was faithful to Israel and he will be faithful to us, "through all generations." 

 

Here is an encouraging scripture in Isaiah 55:6-7 CJB, "Seek ADONAI while he is available, call on him 

while he is still nearby. Let the wicked person abandon his way and the evil person his thoughts; let him 

return to ADONAI, and he will have mercy on him; let him return to our God, for he will freely forgive." 

Watch where you step spiritually and don’t give way in your walk. Stand strong with God and if you do 
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fail, God will FREELY forgive you in the name of Yeshua (1 John 1:9). 1 Thessalonians 2:12 CJB says, 

"We encouraged you and comforted you and appealed to you to lead lives worthy of God, who calls you 

into his Kingdom and glory." 

 

So, I appeal to you to lead the life of a person who has been called to be one of God's kingdom people. 

We call him Father because we act like His children. We have been called to be part of a future marvelous 

kingdom. Colossians 1:10-11 CJB, "So that you may live lives worthy of the Lord and entirely pleasing to 

him, being fruitful in every good work and multiplying in the full knowledge of God. We pray that you 

will be continually strengthened with all the power that comes from his glorious might; so that you will be 

able to persevere and be patient in any situation."  

 

Be strengthened and cast your care on God and be at peace. Know that through His power you will be 

able to persist even in difficult times. Kefa (Peter) said, "Throw all your anxieties upon him, because he 

cares about you;" 1 Peter 5:7 CJB. I was in the jungle years ago and there was an uprising over limitations 

being put on the people by the government. They even called in the military. I was wondering if I would 

be able to get through the area. Sometimes God works things out. One time on a jungle river, we got stuck 

on a sandbar and there was damage to the engine hoses, but after the tide went down (some big jungle 

rivers have tides), we were able to get free and make our way to a jungle town to get new hoses. We were 

really in the middle of nowhere. About half a day's journey to the nearest small jungle town by river. 

There were no roads and it was possible we could have been stranded. God worked it out and God can 

work out things for you too, even in difficult situations.  

 

The Messiah Yeshua came from heaven to give Himself for us to help us follow God's commandments 

and to make us His kingdom people. Enjoy what God has given you and how the Holy Spirit works in 

you. He has given gifts to help us and so much more. God heals us, teaches us, and helps us. There is 

good reason to stay close to God. Stay faithful to God and be strong. Shaul (Paul) encouraged and 

appealed to the people to live like the God's people; to live like those who were called into God's glorious 

kingdom. I appeal to you too to stay faithful and strong in Yehovah (God). Pray for God's help, have 

God's peace in your heart, and trust in God. God wants to help us and can help us in all of life's situations.  

 

 

 

 

   


