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The Hebrew word for grace is Chen (pronounced like the “ch” as in the composer Bach) and is used 68 

times in the Tanakh according to Young’s concordance. Most of the time it is translated grace or favor.  

Theologians often make a special issue about God’s favor coming when Yeshua came and they make it 

sound like God’s grace/favor never existed until Yeshua came.  

Of course, that is not true. Some of the elitist teachings of our time stems from the theology of evolution 

of mans’ relationship with God. Evolution theology says that man originally was far from God and over 

time a better relationship was established culminating with the coming of Yeshua. Actually, originally 

man (Adam) had a perfect relationship with God and it is almost silly to think that all of a sudden after 

Adam sinned he forgot how to have a relationship with God. Adam and Eve must have repented of the 

wrong doing because God offered them the messiah (ref. Gen 3:15). We see both Cain and Abel making 

sacrifices to God that remind us of the sacrifices that the Jews were to make. God even speaks to Cain, so 

early man knew how to have a relationship with God.  

It says in Jubilees that Noah wrote down God’s commandments. Where do we think he got them from? 

God did not leave man without direction; God gave man commandments so that man could live a good 

life and have a relationship with God. God’s commandments are to help us (God is the creator and knows 

best how we should live.) His commandments are an act of grace/favor. Be glad that you have decided to 

keep them! 

As we can see, God has given man favor throughout the history of man. Adam and Eve were given God’s 

favor through the promise of the messiah someday (Gen. 3:15). Noah and his family were given grace to 

survive the flood. “Noach found grace (chen) in the sight of ADONAI;” it says in Gen. 6:8 CJB. 

Mankind was allowed to continue to live through Noah. Therefore, all mankind received God’s grace 

through Noah. Moshe (Moses) and all Israel were given God’s favor. God was present with them in the 

wilderness in the form of a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night over the Mishkan (Tent of Meeting). 

“If I have now found favor (chen) in your view, Adonai, then please let Adonai go with us.” Ex. 34:8 

(also see vv. 5-7). God freeing Israel from Egypt was an act of His grace.  

God gave grace to those in the Old Testament who followed God. “For ADONAI, God, is a sun and a 

shield; ADONAI bestows favor (chen) and honor; he will not withhold anything good from those whose 

lives are pure. ADONAI-Tzva'ot, how happy is anyone who trusts in you!” Ps. 84:12-13. Also, God 

sometime in the future will again pour out His grace on the Jews. “And I will pour out on the house of 

David and on those living in Yerushalayim a spirit of grace (chen) and prayer; and they will look to me, 

whom they pierced." Zch. 12:10. 

Since God has always bestowed His grace on His people for all time, what does that mean? It means that 

God does not change and that now we can appropriate that favor through the Messiah. We live in a special 

messianic time period. It feels good to know that God is faithful for all time and that He will not forget 

about man. We’ve definitely got a future. “For God's grace, which brings deliverance, has appeared to all 

people. It teaches us to renounce godlessness and worldly pleasures, and to live self-controlled, upright 

and godly lives now, in this age; while continuing to expect the blessed fulfillment of our certain hope, 

which is the appearing of the Sh'khinah of our great God and the appearing of our Deliverer, Yeshua the 

Messiah.” Titus 2:11-13. 

 

Grace does not mean what theologians say it means. We can be rest assured that God has always given 



His people favor and that continues now through the Messiah.1 It is quite a different viewpoint. The 

misinformed who push the grace issue miss the point and miss the biblical issue that is so comforting. 

Instead, some are comforted in believing that they don’t have to make much effort to live right. We just 

read in Titus 2:12 CJB: “It teaches us to renounce godlessness and worldly pleasures, and to live self-

controlled, upright and godly lives now.” Some believe that grace is some kind of elitist doctrine that 

doesn't see God as faithful, loving, and merciful for all time. They believe in grace coming only when 

Yeshua came – they are wrong. The correct understanding of grace is that God was faithful, God is 

faithful, and He will be faithful. A wrong understanding of just this one word can lead us to misinterpret 

many scriptures and even make up a “grace” doctrine which was never to be understood in the way it is 

understood.   

 

                                                           
1 God’s favor existed in antiquity so that in the present, God’s favor on mankind continues to exist. Believers in the Old 
Testament portion were made people of promise just as we are and benefitted with coming of Yeshua. Yeshua said, 
“Avraham, your father, was glad that he would see my day; then he saw it and was overjoyed.” John 8:56 CJB. 


