
#26 Shemini Leviticus 9:1-11:47      By Moshe Schwab 

While Praying 

* There is a lot of complexity to God for believers to enjoy and walk in 

* We only have a little of the work of God in the present age 

* Be firm in mind. Know that God is with you wherever you go. 

* Understand and grow strong in God; He is the support we need for life. 

 

Shemini means “eighth.” Aaron and his sons had just been ordained and spent seven days at the entrance 

of the Mishkan (Tabernacle, Tent of Meeting). Shemini begins with the sacrifices on the eighth day at the 

Mishkan. After Aaron and his sons blessed the people and came out of the Mishkan, fire came down from 

the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the people shouted (for joy)1 and fell on their faces.  

 

In the Jewish writings, Avot 1:12, it says that Aaron was a peaceful loving person. It says he taught with 

humility, trusted others, and had the gift of healing. Aaron humbly waits for Moshe to tell him to begin 

the sacrifices. "Moshe told Aharon, 'Approach the altar, offer your sin offering and burnt offering, and 

make atonement for yourself and the people.'" Leviticus 9:7 CJB. He was a person who listens well. We 

all should be good listeners (James 1:19).  

 

God's leaders should be like Aaron. Some think of leadership as having control, prestige or power, but it 

is evident that Aaron did not view leadership in this way. He was a kind, gentle, and thoughtful person 

who listened well. God gives favor to those who are humble (1 Peter 5:5). 

 

After the sacrifice on the 8th day, two of Aaron’s sons offered alien fire which the Lord had not asked 

them to do and fire came down from the Lord and they died. Some say they did something which wasn't 

commanded by God. Others say that perhaps they went in while everyone was still celebrating and they 

had some alcohol in their system. Perhaps it is a reminder to leaders that God holds them to a higher 

standard.  

 

Shaul summarizes the Torah for Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:12 CJB, "Set the believers an example in your 

speech, behavior, love, trust and purity." Rabbis like Yeshua (Jesus) and Shaul (Paul) would summarize 

the Torah instead of listing all the commandments (which would be tedious). The Torah expert 

summarized the Torah and said to love God and your neighbor in Luke 10:27. Yeshua summarized the 

Torah the same way in Matthew 22:37 and said all of the Old Testament is dependent on these two 

commandments (Matthew 22:40). Shaul uses 5 things in 1 Timothy 4:12 to summarize the Torah.  

 

From the Haftarah for this portion in 2 Samuel 6:5-7, we see Uzzah (which means strength) dying because 

he decided to try to keep the Ark of the Covenant from falling. Perhaps he thought he was to protect the 

Ark, but perhaps he should have been thinking the other way around. Although this was difficult for 

David to go through, our confidence should always be in the Lord. Hebrews 13:15 CJB says, "Keep your 

lives free from the love of money; and be satisfied with what you have; for God himself has said, "I will 

never fail you or abandon you." Therefore, we say with confidence, "ADONAI is my helper; I will not be 

afraid - what can a human being do to me?" 

 

Also in this portion, the Lord ordered the priests not to drink wine or any other intoxicated drink when 

they came into the Mishkan. Some meat was only to be eaten at the Mishkan and other foods could be 

eaten in a clean place. The Lord tells the people which animals, fish, birds, and insects they can eat.  

 

                                                 
1 It's the Hebrew word for shouting for joy - Strong's Enhanced Dictionary. 
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Animals that we are allowed to eat are those that have cloven hoofs and also chew the cud. They were not 

to touch the carcasses of unclean animals. Only fish that have both fins and scales, and don't eat off the 

bottom are clean. Birds like Eagles, herons, storks, owls, hawks, bats, and other scavenger birds are not 

okay to eat. Swarming creatures on four legs are detestable except if they have jointed legs and are able to 

jump. Animals with paws are unclean. Weasels, Lizards, mice, geckos, and the like, and crocodiles are 

unclean. Whatever swarms on the ground or crawls on the ground is unclean. Unclean creatures can make 

utensils and pots unclean.2 God tells them not to make themselves unclean with them or defile themselves 

with them for they are to be holy even as God is holy. They were to distinguish between those things that 

were to be eaten and those that were not.  

 

The foods they ate were also a reminder to be pure. Although there may be bad things in the kinds of food 

that God tells us not to eat, it was also symbolic of being pure spiritually. God said he wants a holy people 

who are not defiled in any way; in the next scripture God is talking about foods that defile us. Defile 

means to be contaminated. "For I am ADONAI your God; therefore, consecrate yourselves and be holy, 

for I am holy; and do not defile yourselves with any kind of swarming creature that moves along the 

ground;" Leviticus 11:44 CJB 

 

According to this portion, we need to be a discerning people in the things that we eat. The foods that the 

Bible says we not to eat in this portion are called an abomination; they are detestable. Also, the death of 

Aaron’s sons should also remind us to be careful about what we allow and do. Unbelievers talk about and 

do abominable acts and we should never think of going along with them or that their actions are okay.  

 

Unbelievers will act like unbelievers though and we should expect that. In contrast to their actions, we 

should be different. We should know what is right and wrong and do what is right. One particular thing 

mentioned in this portion is not to drink an intoxicating beverage at the Mishkan (at the holy tent of 

meeting). We also should be careful in our own lives with intoxicating beverages and not to overindulge.  

 

When we come together for our meetings is no time to be drinking intoxicating beverages. In 1 

Corinthians 11, Rabbi Shaul reproves the believers in Yeshua for overindulging in intoxicating beverages 

and food when they came together. When we get together for meetings, it is a good idea to refrain from 

alcohol. Of course, it is okay for other functions. A sip of wine for remembering what Yeshua did for us 

would be okay at meetings.  

 

Some follow the man-made rule of not drinking any alcohol. There is nothing wrong with that and we 

should respect they want to do that. It is between them and God. What would make it wrong is if they 

choose to discriminate against other believers for drinking alcohol or treat not drinking alcohol like a law. 

Extra man-made laws are wrong according to Yeshua. It is permissible to fast something, but we are not 

commanded to fast except for Yom Kippur. It is wrong for an alcoholic to have any alcohol. The Bible 

tells us it is wrong to get drunk.3 

 

After Aaron made all the prescribed offerings, he blessed the people with the Aaronic benediction and 

then fire came down from heaven and consumed everything that was on the altar. The people shouted for 

joy4 and fell on their faces. Wow, what a scene. The people were excited about what God was doing.  

 

                                                 
2 They would be kashered, cleaned in boiling water. In our era, we can use things like bleach to remove impurities.  
3 For more information see our beliefs about alcohol and drugs at: 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/52ed4c_790e4df83e974b1ba87beb4556a0d0d1.pdf 
4 It's the Hebrew word for shouting for joy - Strong's Enhanced Dictionary. 
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There is a lot of complexity to God for believers to enjoy and walk in. The fire coming down from heaven 

is a difficult thing to comprehend even if we see it. Yet, God is in the business of surprising us, helping us 

supernaturally, showing His love, and giving us evidence of hope.  

 

When my wife and I were praying for a young woman in the jungle I was filled with joy over the healing 

of her back. We were in a section of the jungle where people had not heard about Yeshua. Only two 

weeks before the father of the house and his son had received Yeshua as the Messiah. So, the father 

invited us and his neighbors to his stilt house deep in the jungle. 

 

We heard that some people canoed for two hours to get there. There were about 30 people in the room 

where we taught by wicks in water buffalo oil. There are usually three rooms in a stilt house; a kitchen on 

what we'd call a covered outdoor patio, a main room, and the sleeping area where the people slept in 

hammocks. After the young woman got healed, she went into the sleeping area and cried for quite an 

extended period of time. God had showed His love and compassion again. God was made real to her and 

the people there.  

 

Just thinking about this brings tear to my eyes. Yeshua said, "Yes, indeed! I tell you that whoever trusts in 

me will also do the works I do! Indeed, he will do greater ones, because I am going to the Father;" John 

14:12 CJB. It seems incredible that we could do greater works than Yeshua because Yeshua went into 

towns and sometimes healed everyone.  

 

This one time a young lady came to our home group and was helped in by her husband; she couldn't walk. 

She asked for prayer, talk about pressure. A number of people in the group laid their hands on her; I put 

my hand on her knee. While we were praying for her, I felt something moving in her knee. After prayer 

she stood up and walked. I asked her afterwards if she felt something moving in her knee and she 

exclaimed yes. It was both scary and joyous just like the fire coming down from heaven.  

 

I have a two-volume book that talks about miracles that are done in the name of Yeshua. We actually only 

know a little about the workings of God in this present age. We probably should assume that God does 

thousands of miracles and healings a day, maybe even tens of thousands.  

 

Think about the miracles you've experienced or have heard about. Name a few. 

If you haven't experienced anything yet, Yeshua said we can experience God if we keep believing. John 

11:40 CJB, "Yeshua said to her, 'Didn't I tell you that if you keep trusting, you will see the glory of 

God?'" 

 

Shaul (Paul) talks about how in this present time we only know a little. 1 Corinthians 13:12 CJB says: 

"For now we see obscurely in a mirror, but then it will be face to face. Now I know partly." It says in Job 

9:10 CJB, "He does great, unsearchable things, wonders beyond counting." Even though we only know in 

part, we know enough to be excited about following God.  

 

It says in Deuteronomy 5:29-30 CJB, "Therefore you are to be careful to do as ADONAI your God has 

ordered you; you are not to deviate either to the right or the left. You are to follow the entire way which 

ADONAI your God has ordered you; so that you will live, things will go well with you, and you will live 

long in the land." God was speaking to Israel, but the same applies to us. It says we should not deviate 

from keeping God's commandments. Just breaking one of God's commandments sometimes can change 

our lives for the worse. I knew one person who didn't finish high school because he died from an overdose 

of drugs. He decided to try heroin and it was too high of a dose. I don't know if he had ever tried doing 

any drugs before that. Isn't that terrible? 
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It says in Deuteronomy 7:9 CJB, "From this you can know that ADONAI your God is indeed God, the 

faithful God, who keeps his covenant and extends grace to those who love him and observe his mitzvot, to 

a thousand generations." It's our choice. Do we want to be connected with a faithful God who is for us or 

walk away? He will be with us wherever we go. "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 

trouble. Therefore we are unafraid;" Psalm 46:2-3 CJB. "Yah is my strength and my song, and he has 

become my salvation. this is my God: I will glorify him;" Exodus 15:2 CJB. Shaul gives glory to God, 

"But the Lord stood by me and gave me power to proclaim the full message for all the Goyim to hear, and 

I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and bring me safely 

into his heavenly Kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen;" 2 Timothy 4:17-18 CJB. 

 

I think Shaul was convinced God was with Him. I don't think we'll ever be put in a den with a lion. Do 

you think he petted the lion? I'd be satisfied knowing I'd be okay because God is with me. We need to 

grow up spiritually and grow strong in the Lord. We need God's support for life no matter how mature we 

are spiritually. 1 Chronicles 29:12-13 says, "Riches and honor come from you, you rule everything, in 

your hand is power and strength, you have the capacity to make great and to give strength to all. 

Therefore, our God, we thank you and praise your glorious name." Shaul said, " I can do all things 

through him who gives me power;" Philippians 4:13 CJB. 

 

God is truly amazing. I would have liked to be there to see the fire of God come down from heaven to 

burn up the sacrifice on the altar. Even in this day and time, God does tremendous works for His people. 

He surprises us at times; He helps us supernaturally; He gives us evidence of His love and gives us hope. 

We may only know a little and understand just a little about God and what He has done and will do. Let's 

be strong; God is w0ith us and for us. Shaul says in Romans 8:31 CJB, "If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 

 

Keep growing and stand strong in the Lord. Ephesians 6:10-14 

"Finally, grow powerful in union with the Lord, in union with his mighty strength! Use all the 

armor and weaponry that God provides, so that you will be able to stand against the deceptive 

tactics of the Adversary. For we are not struggling against human beings, but against the rulers, 

authorities and cosmic powers governing this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realm. So take up every piece of war equipment God provides; so that when the evil day 

comes, you will be able to resist; and when the battle is won, you will still be standing. Therefore, 

stand!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


