
#49 Ki Teitzei Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19     By Moshe Schwab  

While Praying: 

* We can take chances with our spiritual life in our day to day activities. 

* God extends His light, love, and direction to help us 

* In difficult situations God is there to comfort us and give us peace. 

* Stay in the fight with God’s wonderful light. His help goes beyond what the world has to offer. 

         

Ki Teitzei (kee taytsay) means, “when you go.” This Torah portion contains a lot of laws and begins with 

the law regarding a captive woman.  If a soldier wants to make a captive woman his wife, he is to cut her 

hair and wait 30 days while she mourns. A firstborn son should receive his double portion of the 

inheritance even if his wife is unloved. A rebellious child was to appear before the judges at the gate and 

to be stoned. A person that is hung for a crime should not be left overnight.  

 

They were to return each other's animals or keep them until they could return them. They were also to 

help each other's injured animals. Women were not to wear men’s clothing and men were not to wear 

women’s clothing. They could take the eggs of a mother bird, but not kill the mother bird. They were to 

build a wall around the roof so no one fell off. They were not to sow different kinds of seed together. 

They were not to make clothing from both wool and linen. They were to make cords (tzitzit) for the 

corners of their garment.  

 

False accusations about virginity would be punished. If they are not false, then the woman is to be stoned. 

Adulterers are to be stoned. Rape was to be punished by death. If a man raped a single woman, he must 

marry her. A man is not to take his father’s wife. A man with disfigured genitals may not enter the area of 

Temple worship nor a bustard, or an Ammonite, or a Moabite. They were not to detest an Edomite or an 

Egyptian. During war, a man who had a nocturnal emission was to wash himself outside the camp, they 

were to use a latrine, bury their excrement, not see anything indecent in the camp, and give refuge to a 

slave.  

 

There was to be no male or female prostitution; what is earned by prostitution is detestable to God. They 

were not to charge interest to their Israelites, but to outsiders they could. They must perform their vows 

and they don’t have to take vows. They could eat in their neighbors' field, but not harvest it. A man was 

not to remarry their former wife after divorce. A newly married man should not serve in the army.  

 

They were not to take a person’s tools that they use for business as collateral. Kidnappers were to be 

stoned. They were to be careful to observe the laws regarding skin outbreaks. They were not to enter 

someone’s house and take collateral. They were to return the collateral of a poor person before nightfall. 

They were not to exploit their workers and they were to pay them.  

 

Fathers are not to be executed for the child’s sins and vice versa. They were not to deprive a foreigner or 

orphan of justice. They were to leave anything they forgot to harvest for the foreigner, orphan, or widow. 

They were to settle disputes in court and the wrongdoer punished with not more than 40 lashes. They 

were not to muzzle an ox that treads the grain. A man should marry the widow of his brother and if he 

doesn’t, he will be humiliated; her first born will inherit her dead husband’s inheritance. A woman that’s 

grabs a man’s genitals during a fight; her hand is to be cut off. They were to have correct and fair weights. 

They were to blot out the name of Amalek.  

 

In this portion there is the command to bury a criminal before nightfall. That is why Yeshua was taken off 

the stake and buried before nightfall. Yeshua did not die on a cross. The Greek word that is translated 

“cross” is the word for a pointed stake (stauros – staw-ráhs). Also, when people pray to a cross it is being 

used as an idol (not every cross is an idol); the Torah commands us to not to make anything to pray to.  
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There are a lot of commands in this portion. For example, the command for a low wall on the roof can be 

reinterpreted to mean that we should provide protection such as railings, guardrails, and handrails. City 

ordinances in the United States often have these in their laws. The rabbis in antiquity reinterpreted laws to 

provide justice in their society just as we do today. That's why there are some 1,050 commandments in the 

New Testament portion. The commandments in the New Testament portion are valid interpretations of the 

law. The rabbis though misapplied the Torah frequently. For example, they teach to put on the right shoe 

first. This is micromanaging, and what does put on your right shoe first have to do with God? 

 

This portion teaches us that we are to return each other's property. Sexual crimes were punishable by 

death; the Bible considers them serious offences. They were to not to exploit the needy or foreigners. 

They were not to take a person’s tools he used to provide for his family. They were to have honest 

weights and measures. Just removing honest weights and measures would put our society into turmoil. All 

the commandments of God are important.  

 

The scripture not to muzzle the ox that treads the grain (Deut. 25:4) is in this portion. Shaul uses 

Deuteronomy 25:4 in 1 Timothy 5:18 to interpret that spiritual leadership should be supported. Many 

New Testament “churches” teach that the Old Testament portion is no longer relevant. Since Shaul uses it 

over and over to support what he is teaching, that can't be true.  

 

The HaftaRAH for Ki Teitzei skipped the section of Isaiah 52:13-54-54:1 where it talks about Yeshua 

dying for us. The rabbis have done this purposely to hide their own Messiah from the Jewish people. In 

Isaiah 54, it says have joy barren woman you will have children. You will have many descendants. Your 

husband is God and your redeemer. I am taking you back with grace and God's covenant of peace will not 

be removed. Also, Shaul says that the Messiah is the husband of the believers; Ephesians 5:22,25.  

 

God is not done with Israel as some say. Isaiah 54:10 NKJV says about Israel, "For the mountains shall 

depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of 

peace be removed." 

 

There are a lot of commandments in this portion. Shaul says God's commandments are still valid and 

those who disobey God will face God's judgement. "For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, 

nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one 

deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 

disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them;" Ephesians 5:5-7 NKJV.  

 

Are we willing to take a chance with our spiritual life in our day to day activities? The Bible says we are 

to work out our day to day with fear and trembling. Philippians 2:12-13 NKJV says, "Therefore, my 

beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to 

do for His good pleasure."  

 

We are to be thoughtful and careful how we live. But it isn't all up to us. We have the Holy Spirit that will 

help us and remind us to be kind and good and to keep God's commandments. For that to work though, 

we first need to be trying to keep God's commandments. It goes on to says that we are lights to others. 

"Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children 

of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights 

in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in 

vain or labored in vain;" Philippians 2:14-16 NKJV (remember Christ means Messiah).  
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We are to be harmless it says and teach people words of life. The Messianic message is a word of life, but 

so are God's commandments. We are to hold fast and be a light and not run hastily (be careful).  The word 

for run means to run hastily;1 we are not to run hastily, but be careful. Deuteronomy 4:1,4 NKJV says, 

"Listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you may live … But you who 

held fast to the Lord your God are alive today;" We see a remarkable resemblance, don't we. These verses 

in Deuteronomy were almost certainly was being thought of when Shaul wrote these passages in 

Philippians.  

 

We should never forget that God extends His light, love, and direction to help us. God's commandments 

give life and the Holy Spirit gives life. These scriptures in Philippians are very encouraging and 

comforting. Shaul says later (Christ Jesus means Messiah Yeshua):  

Philippians 3:12-15 NKJV  

"Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that 

for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have 

apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to 

those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think 

otherwise, God will reveal even this to you." 

 

Shaul said he hasn't attained that prize yet; we are to stay faithful it says in Hebrews 3:13-14 NKJV, "But 

exhort one another daily, while it is called 'Today,' lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness 

of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the 

end." We are partaker with the Messiah if we stay faithful. We are to keep reaching forward; that is the 

mature way to live.  

 

Even in difficult situations, God is there to comfort us and give us peace during our journey. God is not 

far from us and speaks to us. He will give us dreams and encouragement. Acts 2:18 says, "And on My 

menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy." 

Romans 5:5 NKJV says, "Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in 

our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us." God has given us hope through the Holy Spirit not 

only to keep God's commandments, but that we may know that we can have eternal life. "Now may the 

God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit;" Romans 15:13 NKJV.  

 

Stay in the fight with God’s wonderful light. His help goes beyond what the world has to offer and is 

amazing. He gives us life through His commandments. He gives us hope and power through the Holy 

Spirit. We have something to look forward to, so stay faithful and stay in the fight. 1 John 5:4 NKJV says, 

"This is the victory that has overcome the world — our faith. Romans 8:18 NKJV says, "For I consider 

that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 

revealed in us. Finally, in Revelation 3:5 NKJV says, "He who overcomes shall be clothed in white 

garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My 

Father and before His angels." 

 
1 g5143. τρέχω trechō; apparently a primary verb (properly, θρέχω threchō; compare 2359); which uses δρέμω dremō (the base 

of 1408) as alternate in certain tenses; to run or walk hastily. Strong's Enhanced Dictionary. 


