
Understanding Messianic Law
Torah law – To be kept unless Messianic law has superseded it
If the Torah has been done away with, then where do we stop when eliminating laws.

Laws applicable to Israel only or laws the Israelites were to keep when they first entered the land don't
have to be kept – for example, killing the Canaanites. Anything that might be construed as being only for
the Sinai covenant don't have to be kept.

Law of faith – Jew and Gentile believers must have faith Shaul says (Romans 4). It has always been in
effect and it applied since the time of Adam. Abraham had faith and he acted in faith. For example, he left
where he lived because God told him to go to Canaan. We don't necessarily have such a major task, but
we all must act in faith.

Interpretive law – for example, there are laws for restitution in the Torah. We out of common sense
wouldn't put out someone's eye for putting out another person's eye, but we would expect restitution. The
rabbis have always understood an eye for an eye as applying to restitution. The ancient rabbis would try to
apply this in a just way.

Reinterpreting the law should be done correctly; laws should not be instituted for control; one should not
make unnecessary laws, manipulative laws, or excessive laws. Laws should always have a direct and clear
application. For example, in the Old Testament portion, they were to try to find the owner of a lost animal
(Deut. 22:1). In the same way, we should try to find the owner of something we find that was valuable.
There is a direct correlation.

Shaul's interpretations of the law are binding. He was a leading rabbi1 of his time. He said he was a
Jewish leader; they didn't argue over that, but instead they argued about the resurrection. Acts 23:6-10

Rabbi Shaul quoted the Old Testament portion and said leaders may need support. The rabbis were
required to interpret the Torah for many things. Deut. 25:4; 1 Tim. 5:18

The rabbis made many man-made laws that were not applied correctly. They made so many laws that it
became difficult to follow them. Most of them have nothing to do with God. They were commanded not
to add inappropriate laws. Deut. 4:2

Messianic law - supersedes the Sinai covenant. The Jews say that when the Messiah comes He can
change the law. The Messiah has changed the sacrificial observance for now and we are to receive the
Holy Spirit as our helper (Acts 2:38). The Bible says a sacrificial observance will be kept in the future,
probably as a remembrance ceremony.

Our observance to the law is more than words written on stone – Rabbi Shaul used the word “stone” as
symbolic of the commands of the Torah. He does not mean that the Torah is not to be observed, but that
the Holy Spirit can give us understanding on how to apply the Torah; the Holy Spirit can lead us and tell
us what to do. Moshe always asked God about specific situations and in the same say, we can ask the
Holy Spirit for understanding about a situation.

The first and most obvious thing we are to do is do is what the Bible says; the Bible contains words from
God. It should be understood that when Shaul talks about the Torah (law) of the Spirit in Romans, he

1 Rabbi just means a Jewish teacher in our modern day and no longer a great one. That is what Yeshua had an issue with.
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means the Holy Spirit helps us to keep the law because the Holy Spirit is our helper. Why bother having a
helper if there isn’t anything that we need help with?

*There is no such thing as all the laws have been dissolved. Yeshua as God gave us the commandments at
Mt. Sinai. He said they weren't done away with. "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets." Matt. 5:17
* There are more than two commandments. Love God and your neighbor were two of the many
commandments in the Old Testament portion. Rabbis often gave two answers or a few answers; Yeshua
was acting as a Rabbi (teacher).
* Being righteous (living right) means doing what is right. There are many scriptures that tell us that it is
important to actually do what is right, not just think we are right.
* Walking by the Holy Spirit includes having the law as your basis for living. The Bible says those who
live without law will suffer in darkness forever. 2 Peter 2:4-17
* There is no distinction between types of law. Moral laws, food laws or ritual law are all applicable laws
and are to be kept.
* Any applicable law and appropriate and clear application of the Torah is to be followed.
* Yeshua the Messiah was the final necessary sacrifice for sin, so the sacrifices of the Old Testament
portion have been replaced with the sacrifice of the Messiah. Isa. 53; Hebrews 10:11-17. Talking about
Yeshua, "But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of
God; Heb. 10:12 CJB.

Actions law – (for example Ya'akov said he will show his faith by his works in James) all writers of the
Bible ascribed to this including Yeshua. It applied to everyone in antiquity. One of the sins of Sodom and
Gomorrah was their sin of lack of compassion for others. Jam. 2:18

Man-made laws – we don't have to keep them, but some can be helpful. Laws applied from the Torah
should always have a direct and clear application.

For example, laws about being vegetarians are an extra law. If the Old Testament portion says the meat is
okay to eat and it was not offered to an idol it is okay to eat. We shouldn't be a stumbling block (cause
someone to fall because of guilt) to others who consider eating meat wrong though. Yeshua strictly
forbade eating meat offered to idols (Rev.2:20).

Some traditions get in the way of keeping the Torah. Yeshua was against these extra laws and He refers to
Isaiah 29:13. “Their worship of me (God) is useless, because they teach man-made rules as if they were
doctrines.” Matt. 15:9 CJB. Man-made rules can get in the way of following the Torah. They can
sometimes take precedence over a Torah commandment and that is wrong. Laws can become so excessive
that they can keep us away from God; that is a big problem with man-made rules.

Laws we choose to keep that we don't have to keep.
These are laws that probably fall under the category of the change from the Sinai covenant to the
messianic covenant.

For example, living in a booth on Sukkot or wearing tzitzit do not have to be kept. It is not wrong to keep
them – they are commandments of God. Living in a booth on Sukkot is superseded by acknowledging
God's provision through the Holy Spirit during Sukkot. Israel lived in the desert and their lives centered
around the presence of God at the Mishkan located at the center of their camp. Those who believe on
Messiah have the presence of God in them (we are temples of the Holy Spirit; 1 Cor. 6:19-20). Instead of
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a temporal harvest, we celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit, namely the fruit and the works of the Holy
Spirit that are being produced in our lives and the lives of other believers.

Tzitzit was a reminder to keep the law and it is good to have reminders to keep God’s commands. We
now have the Holy Spirit as a reminder. The tzitzit was an outside reminder and the Holy Spirit (John
14:26) is now in us as a reminder.

Keeping man-made laws and rituals are part of life and can be enjoyable. Their practice becomes wrong
when we begin to enforce them as though they are God's commandments and as absolute law.

Circumcision
Shaul taught circumcision was still in effect. Gal. 5:11 says, "Brothers, if I am still preaching that
circumcision is necessary, why am I still being persecuted?" Since he taught circumcision, male babies
are to still be circumcised. That circumcision is no longer necessary is a misunderstanding of the text;
Abraham received the promise before he was circumcised. Abraham was obedient to be circumcised as a
sign of his faith.

In Galatians 2:3, they didn’t force Titus to be circumcised. In other words, they accepted him into the
Jewish community without having to be circumcised. We need to discuss why they accepted this. This
must have been part of the messianic message Shaul was teaching the Gentiles (implied by context in
Galatians). The adult Gentiles were not required to be circumcised to receive the Messiah, probably
because of the danger from infection.

Why were adult Gentiles being told they didn’t have to be circumcised? In Jewish biblical understanding,
we are supposed to take care of ourselves; also, saving lives circumvents keeping other commands in the
Torah. For example, if we are supposed to take medicine for our health or we will die, then it would be
wrong not to do so (unless we are healed).

Understanding this can perhaps help us to understand why circumcision was not required for an adult
Gentile because they could become infected and die. Circumcision was probably left up to the decision of
adult individuals for that reason. Yeshua said in Luke 14:5 CJB, “Which of you, if a son or an ox falls
into a well, will hesitate to haul him out on Shabbat?” Yeshua is referring to the command to help an ox
(from the Torah) when it is in trouble (Deuteronomy 22:4) so circumventing the Torah law not to work.
There are times when work is necessary, but the practice on Shabbat is no unnecessary work. Taking
extreme chances with our health is against the Torah.

The Food laws are Still in Effect
No one would have taken Yeshua or Shaul seriously if either if was telling his fellow Jews not to obey the
Torah. The Gentiles were to keep the Torah. “For from the earliest times, Moshe has had in every city
those who proclaim him, with his words being read in the synagogues every Shabbat;” Acts 15:21 CJB.

In Acts 21:20 CJB we see that for messianic believers there is no apparent deviation from the Torah: “On
hearing it, they praised God; but they also said to him, ‘You see, brother, how many tens of thousands of
believers there are among the Judeans, and they are all zealots for the Torah.’” Shaul’s imprisonment in
Judea began at this time in about 58 AD. That means that some 28 years had gone by for believers in
Yeshua with no apparent deviation from Jewish practice. By that time if there was to be a change, it
would have been done.
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Believers in Yeshua received the Holy Spirit when they believed on the Messiah and they began being led
by the Holy Spirit. Ten of thousands of believers were following the law and led by the Holy Spirit to
zealously follow the law, the Torah.

Shaul tells Timothy to teach the Torah. Timothy learned the Old Testament scriptures from his Jewish
mother (2 Tim. 3:15) and Shaul says about the Old Testament scriptures, "All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work;" 2
Timothy 3:16-17 CJB. There was no New Testament portion at the time.

The Bible says that God gave man the commands in the Bible to bless us. It makes sense therefore that the
food laws were intended for all believers in the true God. Deut. 6:24 CJB: “ADONAI ordered us to
observe all these laws, to fear ADONAI our God, always for our own good.” Why is it so hard for man to
trust God?

We will often hear of this new diet or that diet. Our doctors tell us what we should and should not eat.
Why not follow what the God of the universe told us. We don't believe in the extra food laws made-up by
man. Not eating dairy with meat is a misapplication of the Torah. The Canaanites used to boil a goat in its
mother's milk as part of their pagan worship. The rabbis inappropriately interpreted this law to mean we
are also not to eat meat with dairy.

We are not to be Stumbling Blocks
In Lev. 19:14 it says, "Do not speak a curse against a deaf person or place an obstacle in the way of a
blind person; rather, fear your God; I am ADONAI." The blind person wouldn't be able to see something
he could stumble over; nobody would do this unless they were childish. The rabbis made an appropriate
application of this law by saying we shouldn't cause anyone to do what is wrong or influence them to do
what is wrong.

Some people have scruples over doing some things we might consider okay. We shouldn't encourage
someone to do something which could lead them to sin. For example, we might encourage an alcoholic to
drink alcohol and they would then become driven to abuse alcohol again. Be careful how we apply
messianic law and be courteous and respectful of others. Don't influence anyone so that they sin or their
conscience is troubled. Shaul said don't do, "Anything that causes your brother to stumble;" Romans
14:21.


