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#50 Ki Tavo Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8      By Moshe Schwab 

While Praying: 

* Set your goals on bringing light into your life.  

* We take chances to win financially. A lot of that comes from good hard work or some from opportunity. 

(We are in an equal playing field with God) 

* Are we attached and burdened to what is worldly or do we seek spiritual things that have eternal 

reward? 

* How do we use our time? Will we only seek what is worldly or will we allow time for God’s light? We 

have a lot to look forward to with God. Joy, blessings, peace, fellowship, hope, and so much more. 

       

Ki Tavo means, “when you enter.” After they came into the land that God provided for them, they were to 

present their first fruit to the Cohen (priest) at the place where God chose to place His name and recite a 

message of humility. We read right over this without thinking, but we are to make ourselves humble 

before God. We were all at one time sinful people (Aramean). That was our heritage, but God brought us 

out from sin to the promised land and also, God brought us out from sin through the Messiah Yeshua so 

that we could live holy lives and be part of His eternal kingdom. I remember my dad reciting this and it 

was quite startling for me. "We are what?!" It is about us originally being sinful idolaters and not about 

our victory over Laban as some say.  

 

Then after they presented their first fruit, they were to have joy in what Yehovah had given them. They 

were also to set aside every third year a tenth for the Levites, foreigners, orphans, and widows, and after 

they did that, they were to say a prayer and ask for a blessing from God. By agreeing to obey God's 

commands and be holy, God would make them His treasured people. They were to write the Torah on 

stones on Mt. Ebal after they crossed over, set up an altar, make offerings, and rejoice.  

 

After they crossed over to the promised land, curses were to be given from Mt. Ebal and blessings from 

Mt. Gerizim. Then Moshe told them cursed is anyone who makes an idol, mistreats their parents, moves a 

landmark, mistreats the blind, or pervert's justice. Cursed is anyone who lies with his father's wife, or an 

animal, or his sister. Cursed is anyone who takes a bribe or does not agree to the Torah. If they obey the 

law, God will bless them wherever they are; He will bless them in conception, against their enemies, with 

their stored food, their livestock, and rain. They will be an exalted nation. If they disobey God's 

commands, they will lose these benefits and they will be struck with sickness, plague, war, loss, and 

blight; they will be destroyed and they will be scattered. Moshe closes by relating about their time in the 

desert and by telling them that they should obey God's commands so they will prosper. 

 

The portion starts with a prayer of humility and the people were to have joy for what God has given them. 

We too need to be mindful that God is over all and that He provides for us. This portion also talks about 

the curses for not doing what God commands Israel to do and the blessings for obeying.  We also can be 

cursed, if they are not obeying God's commandments. Those who are willfully sinning can incur 

consequences for their sin which includes sickness, losses of various kinds, and God releasing His 

protection over them.  

 

Yeshua said we will all experience trouble; it is wrong to think that just because someone is having 

trouble that it is something that they are doing that is incurring that. We know that living godly and good 

lives blesses our lives even though mankind suffers troubles at times. We all suffer, but doing wrong often 

brings more troubles. Rabbi Shaul (Paul) also associates curses with sin. "For this reason God gave them 

up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise 

also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men 

committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due;" 
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Romans 1:26-27 NKJV. Shaul says they received a penalty for their sin. It is something that believers saw 

happening to those who were committing these sins.  

 

The Haftarah for Ki Tavo is Isaiah 60:1-22. This portion says that the nations will see the glory of God 

through Israel and that the nations will acknowledge that and bless Israel. The nations that don’t will 

perish. It says shalom will be Israel’s leader, they will do what is right, and Adonai will be their light. 

 

This portion is talking about a future time when the Prince of Peace, namely Sar Shalom will be their 

leader (the Prince of Peace or Sar Shalom is another name for Yeshua). Likewise in Revelation 22:5,  

Yochanan says that God will be their light in the new Jerusalem. 

 

Even in the present we see God’s blessings on those who do what is right and good. Someday those who 

love God will be with Him forever and experience God’s goodness and blessings forever. 

 

Isaiah 60:1-3 CJB says, "Arise, shine [Yerushalayim], for your light has come, the glory of ADONAI has 

risen over you. For although darkness covers the earth and thick darkness the peoples; on you ADONAI 

will rise; over you will be seen his glory. Nations will go toward your light and kings toward your shining 

splendor. 

 

Have you ever seen pillars of light coming down from the sky? I enjoy looking at amazing sunsets, 

clouds, and beautiful skies. The pillars of light sometimes give me thoughts of God's divine light coming 

down from heaven. It a nice spiritual picture, isn't it? Do we actually allow God's light into our lives? 

 

What kinds of things in the natural can we sometimes relate to God? 

Pillars of light – God giving His light from heaven. 

A rainbow – God's promises are true. 

A dry field – life without God is barren and difficult.  

A beautiful sunset – in the end, we will be blessed for being faithful to God.  

Flowers – God's creation is amazing (something I actually thought of today). 

 

We need to set our goals to bring God's light into our lives. Some of us look forward to our favorite shows 

or sports. How about anticipation for God’s light. I like that thought. Shaul (Paul) tells us to be diligent. 

"Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed;" 2 Timothy 

2:15 NKJV.  

 

How many of us have worked hard to show ourselves approved to parents, or to bosses, or the 

community. Years ago, I hoped to get the approval of my future wife and I still try to please her – that's 

part of being married to someone. I made a lifelong commitment to my wife and I've made a lifelong 

commitment to God. Both require our day by day effort. Colossians 3:23-24 CJB says, "Whatever work 

you do, put yourself into it, as those who are serving not merely other people, but the Lord. Remember 

that as your reward, you will receive the inheritance from the Lord. You are slaving for the Lord, for the 

Messiah." 

 

In all we do, we are not just serving others, but we are serving God. So, when we do things to learn the 

scriptures better or to help and bless our spouse, we are serving God. When we are working at our 

schoolwork so that we can eventually be productive in life, we are serving God because we want to be the 

very best in all we do.  
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We take chances to win financially in our jobs. Success can come from good hard work and some from 

opportunity. The farmer plants his crops with the hope of making money to support his family. Perhaps 

we take classes to improve our abilities. Years ago, I put together the electrical systems on robotic 

equipment. I went to school and I subsequently wrote control code for microprocessors that controlled 

automated equipment. I worked hard so I could be more valuable.  

 

We also need to put time in to make ourselves more valuable spiritually. There are no favorites with God. 

We each have the opportunity to use our lives for God's glory in various ways. We each can find ways to 

improve our spiritual lives and serve and be fruitful spiritually. I got a degree in biblical studies even 

though I already had a masters degree.  

 

We all can use our abilities in different ways. This one couple I knew helped the elderly. They told me 

that out of the perhaps 10 or so people they helped in a year, they were able to help 1-2 people get to 

know God. They had been doing this for over 10 years. That means perhaps some 15 people got to know 

God through what they did! How many of us can say we led that many people to believe in Yeshua? I 

knew someone who went to talk to people who were dying. They would help them to get to know God 

and then the person would die. That was a tough ministry. The possibilities in using our abilities are 

endless.  

 

Are we attached and burdened to what is worldly or do we seek spiritual things that have eternal reward? 

I'm not saying we shouldn't have fun and times of relaxation. How many of us just take care of the 

worldly issues without taking time to invest in the kingdom of God. I had a friend that used to play golf 

just so he could talk to people about their lives and help them to know God. A believer I know has a 

sowing circle. 1 Corinthians 10:31 NKJV says, "Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 

do all to the glory of God." Eating and drinking, that's something we can all do.  

 

How do we use our time? Will we only seek what is worldly or will we allow time for God’s light in our 

lives? Where did we come from? God told Israel they were to confess their sinful ancestry and identify 

with it. They were at one time Armenians (Deuteronomy 26:5). They were to be a humble people and we 

need to be a humble people who seek God's light and are also willing to do something to help those in 

need or the poor in spirit in this world.  

 

We have a lot to look forward to with God; joy, blessings, peace, fellowship, hope, and so much more. 

Things go better with God. That's essentially what Moshe tells Israel as this portion closes. Moshe closes 

this portion by telling them about their time in the desert and that they should obey God's commands so 

they will be in relationship with God and prosper. They were to stay in relationship (covenant). 

"Therefore keep the words of this covenant, and do them, that you may prosper in all that you do;" 

Deuteronomy 29:9 NKJV. 

 


