
#1 Bereshit Genesis 1:1-6:8       By Moshe Schwab 

While praying: 

*God created life on our planet.  

*The Bible is a special book that puts us in proper relationship both in God's creation and in relationship 

with God. 

*In the end, we want to be in the eternal city of God. 

 

The ancient Rabbis called the book Bereshit Genesis in the Septuagint which means beginning. The first 

two words of the Bible begin with a "b" sound, "Bereshit bara." Perhaps this is God's way of telling us 

that He knew from the beginning that man would call creation the "big bang" instead of giving credit to 

God.  

 

The letter bet means house and it is formed with three strokes that resemble vavs. In Hebrew, the letters 

are also numbers and the rabbis have noted that the three vavs add up to 18. The word for life is the 

Hebrew word chaim and the letters for that word add up to 18 also. Perhaps we could think the earth as 

God's creation of the house of life. The ancient rabbis saw a lot of coincidences with the Hebrew words 

and letters.  

 

Yeshua (Jesus) said that they were searching, but not understanding the scriptures properly. "You search 

the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me;" John 

5:39 NKJV. They were trying to figure things out and perhaps were looking into all the meanings of the 

letters; they had the Messiah right in front of them, but didn't realize it. Perhaps they were too smart for 

their own good as some say. Nonetheless, it says in Acts that tens of thousands believed in the Messiah 

(Acts 21:20).  

 

The purpose of the scriptures is to bring us in relationship with a loving God. We need to concentrate on 

doing what an all-knowing God wants us to do. We can make up anything we want about the scriptures, 

but in the end, we need to do what God tells us. In our culture and time, people are making up what they 

want to, but in the end, only following God and the Messiah will give us eternal life. Shaul (Paul) said 

that some are, "Always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and 

Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning 

the faith;" 2 Timothy 3:7-8 NKJV.  

 

We need to focus on doing what is right and what God tells us to do. We are made in the image of God it 

tells us in Genesis 1:27. God gave us ability to use His good characteristics. We can choose to love and 

have joy and do good. Human life is precious; every life is important. Every person has the choice to 

bring good into the world and bring blessings into the world.  

 

It says in Genesis that evening and morning were the first day, so we are to understand our days to start in 

the evening. For most of us that means we start our days by relaxing and refreshing ourselves.  

 

Adam and Eve were not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. By implication, because they 

were perfect and in fellowship with God, they committed some type of sin. We don't know what that was; 

some have speculated sexual sin or idolatry (perhaps the worship of nature), but the Bible does not tell us 

what sin they committed. Perhaps they just broke fellowship with God for a short time. Eve is tempted 

and both Adam and Eve sin. The devil tricks them by adding, subtracting, and changing God's 

commandment in Genesis 3. We should be careful not to change God's word. It appears that Adam and 

Eve were remorseful so God says He will send a Messiah to forgive their sin (Genesis 3:15).  
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In this portion, Cain kills Abel. God warned Cain not to kill Abel. After he kills Abel, all Cain worried 

about was retribution from his family instead of being sorry and wanting to please God. That is one of the 

major sins of mankind; man is often only looking out for themselves instead of doing what is right. 

Instead of following God (Adam and Eve knew how to follow God), man continued to do things their 

own way and became very evil. Noah, a man who did what was right found grace in God's sight and 

saved mankind. He is a Messianic type because He saves the world just like the Messiah Yeshua saved 

the world. The book of Jubilees says that Noah taught his children God's commandments after the flood. 

He was a teacher of righteousness (teaching people to do what is right). Doing right is always what is 

best.  

 

The Haftarah is Isiah 42:5-43:11. Israel was to be a light to the nations. The Messiah Yeshua came as a 

light to the world and believers in the Messiah are also to be lights to the world.  

 

The Bible says that God created the heavens and the earth and God created life on our planet. Some 

scientists are beginning to believe that the special conditions that we have on earth must have been 

created by a God.  

 

Science has been disappointed to find no signs of life anywhere, but earth, not even life on the very 

smallest level, the molecular level. That's not to say that God couldn't create life elsewhere. In fact, God 

has created other beings that are talked about in the Bible. God doesn't talk about this much, but we know 

they exist. We don't know much about them. The Bible says that there are angels that appear to have great 

power. They are all part of God's creation. 

 

You might have heard some time ago that the Arecibo Observatory received a radio signal that was traced 

to a satellite. I'm sure there are some people making a big deal of this because they think it has something 

to do with extraterrestrials. I remember years ago watching an interview about the Roswell incident and 

the guy that started the Roswell controversy said it was all just a cover up hoax to cover up some 

experiments they were doing. We don't hear much about that confession. That doesn't stop those that are 

trying to build up false excitement, speculations, and conspiracy theories. They are probably trying to 

make money and they are preying on peoples' gullibility and imagination. Remember, no matter what, 

God is over all and His word is true.  

 

Also, we don't often hear about true science that supports the biblical text. For example, science says each 

line of strata is a year or that different strata occurred in different ages going back millions of years. There 

are actually petrified trees standing upright in some strata. That means the strata did not take millions of 

years to form, but were formed all at once. False science teaches it takes a long time for stalagmites and 

stalactites to form, but there is a deposit from a leaky pipe that grew to be some 20' high. Also, false 

science says that it takes a long time for anything to be petrified, but I know of someone who has a 

petrified pickle in a jar. False science says that the age of fossils is determined by the strata they are in. 

They also say that the age of the strata is determined by the fossils they find in it. It is entirely circular 

reasoning and doesn't prove anything at all. Science has been known to use anti God tactics because a 

number of scientists don't believe in God and even hate God.  

 

A couple weeks ago we read some scriptures at our Torah study about the final end time in the book of 

Revelation. Although it can be interesting to speculate about the end time, we need to keep in mind what 

we are aiming toward. We want to be in the new heaven and earth.  

Let's look at Revelation 21:1,4, 6-8, 16-17, 19, 23 CJB: 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, …  
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4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will no longer be any death; and there will no 

longer be any mourning, crying or pain; because the old order has passed away. …  

6-8 To anyone who is thirsty I myself will give water free of charge from the Fountain of Life. He 

who wins the victory will receive these things, and I will be his God, and he will be my son. But as 

for the cowardly, the untrustworthy, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those involved 

with the occult and with drugs, idol-worshippers, and all liars - their destiny is the lake burning with 

fire and sulfur, the second death. …  

16-17 The city is laid out in a square, its length equal to its width. With his rod he measured the city 

at 1,500 miles, with length, width and height the same. He measured its wall at 216 feet by human 

standards of measurement, which the angel was using. …  

19 The foundations of the city wall were decorated with all kinds of precious stones - the first 

foundation stone was diamond, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, … 

23 The city has no need for the sun or the moon to shine on it, because God's Sh'khinah gives it 

light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

 

There is going to be a new heaven and earth without the pain and problems we now have. There will be 

no more death. God says that it is free to all those who want to believe in the true God and live right. It's 

going to be an amazingly huge and lavishly adorned place that is going to be lighted by the presence of 

God. Wow, it's going to be amazingly wonderful! 

 

The Bible is a special book that helps us to be in proper a relationship both in God's creation and in 

relationship to God. God has Moshe write about the troubles and the spiritual victories from creation to 

the time when Moshe and Israel entered the promised land. In this portion, we see the fall of mankind in 

the Garden of Eden and it extends to the time of Noah; we find that mankind refused to take control of 

their lives and live right. It was so bad that God was ready to destroy creation because man became 

incredibly wicked. If it wasn't for Noah who lived right (that's what righteousness means), man wouldn't 

have made it. God gave us rules to live by to help us treat both animal and mankind in a loving way. One 

man, Noah, made a difference by living right and we can make a difference even though we are also just 

one person.  

 

We just need to do what God has told us to do in the Bible and follow God's commandments – God is the 

creator and knows what is best for us. We need to control ourselves. By following God's commandments, 

we can make this a better world. Just imagine millions of people working to make this a better world. One 

man, Noah saved the world. Noah was a messianic figure because he saved the world. Yeshua came to 

save the world too. God is always reaching out to man and wants to make the world a better place.  

 

For example, Shaul (Paul) talks about how we can apply God's commandment from the Tanakh (Old 

Testament) to love one another. First the commandment in Leviticus 19:11-19 NKJV says: 

"You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another. And you shall not swear by My name 

falsely, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I am the Lord. You shall not cheat your 

neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of him who is hired shall not remain with you all night until 

morning. You shall not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the blind, but shall fear 

your God: I am the Lord. You shall do no injustice in judgment. You shall not be partial to the poor, 

nor honor the person of the mighty. In righteousness you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not 

go about as a talebearer among your people; nor shall you take a stand against the life of your 

neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your 

neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 

against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

You shall keep My statutes." 
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Shaul references Leviticus in Ephesians 4:25-32 NKJV: 

"Therefore, putting away lying, Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor, for we are 

members of one another. Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor 

give place to the devil. Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his 

hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. Let no corrupt word 

proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to 

the hearers. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with 

all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 

forgave you." 

 

Do you see some of the obvious references to Leviticus? God wants to make the world a better place. We 

just need to do our part.  

 

In the end, we want to be in the future kingdom of God. We probably should be focusing our energy on 

following God instead of extraterrestrials and other extraneous things. We want to spend our future 

eternity in a place where we will return to the perfect and good relationship with God that He wanted for 

mankind in the first place. We now live in time of testing where we reveal where are loyalties are.  

 

In the new beginning, we will be in a place that is completely different than the evil and problematic 

world that we now live in. It seems that mankind's propensity is to do evil and without God, man would 

have no hope, but thanks be to God He gives us hope; and what great hope we have through the Messiah 

Yeshua (Jesus). 

 

The Messiah Yeshua has come to call us to be the solution and not the problem. Through believing in the 

Messiah Yeshua, "God's power has given us everything we need for life and godliness, through our 

knowing the One who called us to his own glory and goodness. By these he has given us valuable and 

superlatively great promises, so that through them you might come to share in God's nature and escape the 

corruption which evil desires have brought into the world;" 2 Peter 1:3-4 CJB. God promises us a better 

life now through the Messiah and eternal life with Him. I want to be there, how about you? 

 


