
#25 Tzav  Leviticus 6:8 (1) to 8:36      By Moshe Schwab 

* Be separate from sin in all you do. 

* God is for His people and helps us though the Holy Spirit. 

* Look toward what is heavenly and allow the kingdom of God to empower us. 

* Be pure and allow God to work in you. Use your time well. 

 

Tzav means “command.” This portion begins by God giving commands about the burnt offerings, meal 

offerings, sin offerings, guilt offerings, ordination offerings, and well-being offerings. Burnt offerings were 

to be entirely burnt up and the fire on the altar was to never go out. The priests were to eat some of the other 

offerings at the tent of meeting; the meal offering at the anointing of the priest was to be burnt up 

completely. There was to be no leaven in the offerings, and no blood or fat was to be eaten. Moshe then does 

a consecration ritual for the priests. He dresses them, anoints them with oil, does a bull offering and two ram 

offerings, a blood ritual, an elevation offering, he then anoints them with blood and oil, and they were to 

remain at the Tent of Meeting for seven days until their consecration and atonement was over.  

 

Again in this portion, God is very specific about how the offerings were to be done and gives more details 

about the sacrifices. It should remind us that we are to do things God’s way and not our own way. 

Particularly in this portion, it was a special moment in the lives of Aharon and his sons as they were anointed 

priests and consecrated to the Lord. We should also conclude that being a priest for the true God or for that 

matter, any leadership position for God is to be taken very seriously. 

 

There is a lot of ritual practice in this portion. The sacrifices most often remind us of the sacrifices that were 

made for sin, but there were others sacrifices and details to be remembered. Perhaps all these details remind 

us God was to be at the center of the believer's life. We are to be a different kind of people than those who 

don't know and love God.  

 

God wants us to be people who are separate and holy. 2 Corinthians 7:1 CJB says, "Since we have these 

promises, let us purify ourselves from everything that can defile either body or spirit, and strive to be 

completely holy, out of reverence for God." God wants us to be a pure and holy people in body and spirit and 

a people who strive to be completely holy.  

 

What is one of the ways we remain holy? The scriptures right before this are often quoted.  

2 Corinthians 6:14-16 CJB: 

Do not yoke yourselves together in a team with unbelievers. For how can righteousness and 

lawlessness be partners? What fellowship does light have with darkness? What harmony can there be 

between the Messiah and B'liya'al? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What 

agreement can there be between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. 

These are very encouraging scriptures, but as you might guess, there is most definitely a Jewish context to 

them. First of all, notice the word “yoke.” It is a pictorial word and from it we get the idea of work. We 

are not to team up with unbelievers, but it is more than that though. Roshi (an important Jewish Rabbi) 

said about Deut. 13:13 ‘that the people who follow B’liya’al (Belial) are those that break the yoke of 

Torah.’  

 

We see that Shaul (Paul) is speaking exactly how a rabbi would speak here in 2 Corinthians. He is saying 

don't team up with those who don't keep the Torah.  Team up with God and other believers. This is an 

important command Shaul is giving. The Torah says we shouldn't make covenant relationships with Torah 

breakers (Exodus 34:14-16 ) and Shaul is making a point to remind them of that. These verses have a 

repeating context. 
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Here are the verses explained by segments with the repeating context: 

1) Do not team yourselves up with unbelievers (those that don't keep the yoke of Torah). 

2) Those that do what is right (righteous) can't be partners with Torah breakers (lawless refers to those 

who don't keep the Torah).  

3) Be a person of understanding (light). Darkness (sin) and light (a person of understanding) don't go 

together. Why is that? It is because those who are of the light have an understanding from the Torah.  

4) What harmony is there between Yeshua and B'liya'al (Belial) – we know that to mean there is no 

harmony between Yeshua and those who don't keep the Torah (remember what Rashi said). 

4) Believers and unbelievers don't have common beliefs. This alludes to unbelievers who don't keep the 

Torah. 

6) We have the Holy Spirit in us so we are the temple of God. Since we are the temple of God, we are to 

be a separate holy people. People who are separate and holy are those that keep, the Torah. "Rather, you 

people are to be holy for me; because I, ADONAI, am holy; and I have set you apart from the other 

peoples, so that you can belong to me;" Leviticus 20:26 CJB. 

 

This is an amazing context when we see it. These are wonderful messianic scriptures. Shaul's reasoning is 

so elegant. Through a cultural and rabbinic understanding, we come up with a contextual rendering for 2 

Corinthians 6:14-16:  

We are not to team up with people who don’t keep God’s commands (Torah); namely, not with 

unbelievers. Those that do what is right shouldn’t be partners with those who don’t keep the law 

(Torah). Darkness cannot cohabit where there is light and so we should be a person of 

understanding (light) in order to keep God’s commands (Torah). There is no agreement between 

the Messiah and the worthless (Belial) who don’t keep the law (Torah). Unbelievers don't believe 

in the Torah. We are to be a separate holy people who keep God's commands (Torah) through the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

While we can get a lot out of these scriptures from just reading them without their Jewish context, the 

point is a lot clearer within a Jewish biblical context. Then Shaul quotes the Torah in the next verse; in 2 

Corinthians 6:17 CJB it says, "Therefore ADONAI says, 'Go out from their midst; separate yourselves; 

don't even touch what is unclean. Then I myself will receive you.'" We are to be a different kind of people 

who value God's commands and lead a separate holy life. Remember, Shaul is writing to believers in a 

mostly pagan city and they needed this encouragement and we do too. 

 

God is in the business of helping His people and what better way to encourage them, than to remind them 

to keep His commandments. God is always looking out for our best interests. That's why God also gave us 

the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit is our helper in this Messianic Age. Yeshua (Jesus) said, "But the Helper, 

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name …;" John 14:26 NKJV. Yeshua said the Holy 

Spirit will guide us, " However, when the Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth;" John 

16:13 CJB. Another way of thinking about this is to walk by the Holy Spirit, "I say then: Walk in the 

Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh;" Galatians 5:16 NKJV. God wants us to receive His 

Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). 

 

It’s really amazing that we have such a gift that allows us to take part in what is heavenly (Hebrews 6:4) – 

a connection with God to help us and empower us. The work of the Holy Spirit can be very powerful 

(Acts 1:8); after all, it is God helping us.  

 

How does this leading or guiding work? As we live good and pure lives, we can talk to God and He can 

lead us in how we do things, what choices we make, and even protect us from harm by warning us. Just 

this week, I was talking to God about His commandments and God encouraged me to keep His 
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commandments. We know we should be keeping His commandments, but it is like having a friend 

encouraging us with good advice. As we go through our day, we can talk to God and sometimes He will 

talk back. The Holy Spirit will help you, will guide you, and we can walk in the Spirit.  

 

It can be a game changer. This week I watched some of the NCAA basketball tournament and a lot of 

those games seem to come down to the very end. When God directs us it can be like being told to go 

down the middle of the floor and just put the ball in the basket and win! We make informed decisions 

based on what we know and then sometimes God will help us. How God helps us can bring about some 

amazing outcomes.  

 

Sometimes God just makes it happen. When we were looking for a house I happened to turn into a 

neighborhood and said to God. "This is a nice neighborhood; I don't think I could ever to afford to live 

here." A house became available at a good price and we ended up living in the neighborhood I didn't think 

we could afford. "Now to him who by his power working in us is able to do far beyond anything we can 

ask or imagine, to him be glory;" Ephesians 3:20-21 CJB. 

 

Allowing God to help us can get us to what we want to accomplish and to what God wants to accomplish. 

In the back and forth action of life, it is a real help in life. Just recently, I checked the traffic online to see 

if we should try to drive somewhere. It was a real time saver, because the traffic was awful.  Doing things 

God's ways and relying on Him can be like checking for traffic. It gets us where we want to go both 

physically and spiritually. God's word, his commandments, and also His Holy Spirt are a blessing from 

God. 

 

The Holy Spirit sort of provides the traffic reports to keep our life moving in the right direction. We want 

to live our lives wisely and godly (God's ways). There is a lot out there that can side-track us, just like the 

Corinthians or the Ephesians had to deal with. Shaul said in Ephesians, "Therefore, pay careful attention 

to how you conduct your life - live wisely, not unwisely. Use your time well, for these are evil days. So 

don't be foolish, but try to understand what the will of the Lord is;" Ephesians 5:15-17 CJB. When I was 

in Europe, I took some high-speed trains and it was wonderful. God is like that high-speed train which 

can help get us where we should be. 

 

In the Haftarah for today, Jeremiah talks about not getting off track. We shouldn't have evil hearts and be 

thinking about doing what is wrong. We should want to do what is right and be pure. God told Israel what 

He wanted done in great detail in this portion. We should want to be people who care about the details 

and keep striving to be completely holy as 2 Corinthians 7:1 says. We should be concerned with the 

details of life. Yeshua said we should even be concerned with the little things, the little details of living 

right spiritually. "Someone who is trustworthy in a small matter is also trustworthy in large ones, and 

someone who is dishonest in a small matter is also dishonest in large ones;" Luke 16:10 CJB.  

 

It may seem like a daunting task, but it's like taking a walk. I kind of like that. We don't have to go crazy 

with life. We simply walk in God's commandments and walk with the help of the Spirit. God's 

commandments direct us and the Holy Spirit empowers and helps us. Who couldn't use God's help? Psalm 

119:2 CJB says, " How happy are those who observe his instruction, who seek him wholeheartedly!" 

 

For Extra Thought: Do we want to be happy? Why? Compares lifestyles with those who believe in 

God and those that don't.  

It feels better to be happy and satisfied and we can be more that way through God. 

We can be more relaxed when we trust in God instead of just always having ourselves to trust in. 
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We can have a more balanced life. We aren't caught up in the world like some people are. We'll probably 

have to wait for Yeshua to return for the world to be like it should be. So, relax and trust in God.  

Enjoy your life with God. Abide in Him; live in Him. Talking about Yeshua, "A person who claims to be 

continuing in union with him ought to conduct his life the way he did;" 1 John 2:6 CJB. 

 

What are some of the things that come to your mind? 

 


