
#23 Pekudei Exodus 38:21-40:38     By Moshe Schwab   

While Praying: 

*God brought us to His banquet table to learn words that give life. Sometimes we think these words are 

just a to do list. 

* God wants to be in our lives and for us to live as strong believers through Him. True life comes from 

God 

* There is complexity to God and His ways are beyond our imagination. 

* Stand and walk in the Lord. Let His purposes unfold in our lives. We need to value God and put weight 

into our spiritual life.     

 

Pekudei means accounts. The portion begins by giving us an account of all the metals used for the 

Mishkan (Tabernacle, Tent of Meeting). The census of men above 20 came to 603,550 men. The silver 

from the census was used for the sockets and hooks of the Mishkan (pillars fitted into the sockets to hold 

it erect; they were the foundation). The people knew where their giving went.  

 

Shaul (Paul) says we are to support our leadership (1 Timothy 5:17-18). He quotes the Old Testament 

portion to support this. It is good sense to know that the money we give is being used wisely and 

appropriately. The Bible says we should also help the poor. 

 

The portion goes on to talk about the supplies for the garments for Aaron, the breastplate, and other 

garments. Ex. 39:2-31. There is quite a bit of detail given about Aaron's garments and they were very 

elaborate. It is probably a shadow picture of the glory of the Messiah Yeshua. Rev. 1:12-19. All the parts 

for the Mishkan were laid out and ready to be put together as God had instructed them and Moshe blessed 

their work.  

 

The setting up of the Mishkan is then described. On the first day of the first month (of the second year) 

they were to assemble everything and anoint everything. Then they were to bring Aharon and his sons 

into the Mishkan, wash them, anoint them, and put on their priestly garments. Their anointing would be a 

sign that for all generations they were to serve as priests. They set up the Mishkan and put the ark with the 

testimony into the Mishkan and set up the curtain and the rest of the objects used for the service of the 

Mishkan. The cloud then covered the Mishkan and the glory of the Lord filled the Mishkan. Whenever the 

cloud would move, Israel would follow. Fire was in the cloud at night and Israel saw the cloud through all 

their time in the desert. 

 

Some theologians say that it was impossible to lead all those people into the desert and to provide for 

them.1 There is so much detail given in Exodus about Israel’s escape from their abuse in Egypt that you 

wonder if these theologians read the Bible. Just looking at the weight of the metal used for the Mishkan 

should signal that a just a few thousand people, as some theologians say, could not have provided the 

metals used for the Mishkan. The Complete Jewish Bible gives us the equivalent weights of the metals: 

1,930 lbs. of gold (Ex. 38:24 CJB), 6,650 lbs. of silver (Ex. 38:25 CJB), and 4,680 lbs. of bronze (Ex. 

38:29 CJB). It was God that set Israel free; and it was God that provided for them in the desert; and there 

were about 2 million people altogether.   

 

God provided for Israel and God provides for us. God brought us to His banquet table to learn His words 

that give life. Sometimes we think these words and commandments are just a to do list. God's words help 

                                                 
1 Also, they say it was impossible for Israel to have so many descendants. The Bible says is was a mixed group that left Egypt 

so there were Egyptians and others who became Jewish (Ex. 12:38). For example, Caleb wasn't Jewish, but joined the tribe of 

Judah and represented Judah as one of the spies. His genealogy is in the Bible (Num. 32:12). He was in the line of Abraham, 

but not in the line of Jacob. People try to make him Jewish, but he was not Jewish. 
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us with the things of life and help us spiritually. When I was younger, I thought of doing what I had to do 

as kind of a to do list. I must do this or I must do that. There is a difference between a grocery list and 

what it provides.  

 

When we go to the store and buy all the ingredients and sides for our main dish and meal, we don't think 

of them separately in the sense, I am now going to eat salt. We think of the wonderful meal it produces. 

When we follow God's commandments there is an end product. It says in Deuteronomy 4:6 CJB about 

God's commandments, "Therefore, observe them; and follow them; for then all peoples will see you as 

having wisdom and understanding. When they hear of all these laws, they will say, 'This great nation is 

surely a wise and understanding people.'" The giving of the law and the Holy Spirit demonstrates so much 

about who God is. A loving God brings us back into relationship with Himself, the creator of the universe.  

 

God was producing an end product that would be a blessing to Israel and God does the same for us if we 

are willing to do things His way. God ways are good; He is light. Yochanan (John) said, "And this is the 

message which we have heard from him and proclaim to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him 

- none!" 1 John 1:5 CJB. Through God we have understanding and purpose. Without Him we are blind to 

truly know how to have a satisfying and good life.  

 

I once asked someone who didn't believe in God if he wanted to know more about God. He said he 

couldn't be happier and he has a great life without God. I've heard that from some of the people I knew 

who didn't believe in God and they seemed to be selfish, prideful, and out of touch with life. I suspect 

they will go to the grave completely self-absorbed and out of touch with reality.  

 

Doing things God's way has given me a balanced understanding of life and how to relate to others. Can 

you imagine being in a relationship with a person who always thinks they are right? It would be a difficult 

relationship. Because I believe in God, God has helped me, given me direction, protected me, and given 

me great satisfaction. Who can put a price on God saving your life or healing you? God has literally saved 

my life on several occasions.  

 

Now that I understand all that a relationship with God can do, I wouldn't want my life to be without Him. 

1 John 4:16 CJB says, "Also we have come to know and trust the love that God has for us. God is love; 

and those who remain in this love remain united with God, and God remains united with them." What an 

amazing scripture. I have come to know God and trust Him. He indeed loves us. Can you imagine going 

through life without knowing about God's love?  God wants to be in our lives and for us to live as strong 

believers through Him. True life comes from God and from knowing our loving and good God. 

 

Just one scripture can be a "game changer" for some of us. Philippians 4:6-7 CJB says, "Don't worry 

about anything; on the contrary, make your requests known to God by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving. Then God's shalom, passing all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds safe in 

union with the Messiah Yeshua." I remember taking this scripture to heart and just trusting God and it 

changed my life and still does. What peace I've had because I have trusted God. And, since He is God, He 

is able to do more than we can ever imagine. "Now to him who by his power working in us is able to do 

far beyond anything we can ask or imagine;" Ephesians 3:20 CJB. 

 

"Our Lord is great, his power is vast, his wisdom beyond all telling;" Psalm 147: CJB. There is 

complexity to God and His ways are beyond our imagination. Yeshua says God even knows how many 

hairs we have on our head. "As for you, every hair on your head has been counted. So do not be afraid, 

you are worth more than many sparrows;" Matthew 10:30-31 CJB. I want God on my side and I will trust 

in Him.  
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Stand and walk in the Lord. Let His purposes unfold in our lives. We need to value God and put weight 

into our spiritual life. God knows us and can fulfill us like nothing else can. People can say that they are 

satisfied and have everything they need, but can they say they have been fulfilled by an all-powerful and 

all-knowing God. I remember years ago talking to this wealthy person. She had an amazing house that 

few could say they have. She told me that all the stuff she had was just an accumulation of things that 

didn't give her true satisfaction. I suspect that is the same for others too.  

 

God can lead us and give us fulfillment and satisfaction like nothing in this world can give us. We can get 

a beautiful brand-new car, but then what is the next thing we need to give us satisfaction? Getting worldly 

things will only satisfy us for a little while. How many of us have purchased the latest gadget, but it is 

now hidden somewhere in our house? We can instead trust that God will fulfill us, "I call to God, the 

Most High, to God, who is accomplishing his purpose for me;" Psalm, 57:3 CJB.  

 

This next scripture is meant for Israel, but it surely can be applied to those who love and trust in God. 

"For I know what plans I have in mind for you, 'says ADONAI,' plans for well-being, not for bad things; 

so that you can have hope and a future. When you call to me and pray to me, I will listen to you. When 

you seek me, you will find me, provided you seek for me wholeheartedly; and I will let you find me, 'says 

ADONAI;" Jeremiah 29:11-14 CJB. God wants our well-being and He want to give us hope. Seek Him 

always with you whole heart and it says God will let you find Him. Stand and be faithful, "Let us lay 

aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is 

set before us;" Hebrews 12:1 NKJV. 

 

God wants what is good for us and to give us purpose and satisfaction like nothing in this world can. God 

provided abundantly for Israel and He will help us more than we can imagine. He loves His people and 

cares about us. God provided for some 2 million people in the desert. Think about it. Israel was in the 

desert; their survival relied on God's power. He is a loving and good God; "be strong in the Lord and in 

the power of His might;" Ephesians 6:10 NKJV. 

 

 

  


