
 
 
 
 
 
 

#19 Terumah Exodus 25:1-27:19 
Torah Teaching and Teaching, God Gives Us Good Instructions 

By Moshe Schwab 
 
 
Names 

Kefa – Peter 
Messiah – English for Mashiach; anointed one; Christ  

     in the Greek means to be smudged 

Mishkan – Tent of Meeting in the desert 
Moshe – Moses 

Shaul – Paul 
Yeshua – Jesus' real name 

Yĕhōváh – God's real name forever (Ex. 3:15) 

Yochanan – John 

Terms 

Haftarah – reading from the prophets 
Tanakh – Old Testament portion of Bible 

Torah – 1st 5 books of the Bible 

Torah portion – there are 54 portions of the 
     Torah 

Terumah – the 19th Torah portion 
 

(We also use transliterations from Hebrew)

        

God gives Israel specific instructions on how to make the Mishkan which means dwelling place;  
they would make their sacrifices there. In Exodus 25:8, it says that God would Shakhan (dwell) 
among them. The Ark was placed toward the back away from the entrance; it was placed in the 
most holy place; the holy of holies. The focus of modern Messianic congregations is often on 
what they call an Ark that is placed in the front of the meeting place behind the podium. The 
Ark in this case is an enclosure that contains the Torah scroll. They will take the scroll from the 
Ark during the service and may have a Torah procession and then read from the Torah scroll.  
 
The procession and reading of the Torah is a time to show God and His word respect. The 
prophet Nehemiah instituted the weekly readings; so, we know that is something instituted by 
God. The prophets were scrutinized for what they said under penalty of death. The Torah scroll 
is often handwritten in Hebrew by a scribe, the original language of the Bible. Everything is 
copied exactly the same as the ancient scrolls that were passed down to us. It takes 2 years to 
become a Torah scribe.   
 
We have recently found a number of New Testament manuscripts written in Hebrew in addition 
to the many other copies that have been found. We now know that the gospels were all 
originally written in Hebrew including a number of the books of the New Testament. A complete 
set of books of the Bible written in Hebrew were recently found coming from India. The first 
Hebrew New Testament was put together around 150 AD and called the Itala text. In the later 
200s, the Hebrew text was translated into Greek, but because it diverted from the heretic Greek 
text, the Roman Empire destroyed these copies. Those who had Hebrew manuscripts of the 
New Testament were killed and the Hebrew manuscripts destroyed by the Roman Empire 
because the Roman Empire was trying to replace the true believers with a false version of 
Christianity.  
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The Greek text was often corrected by the Hebrew manuscripts as Jerome attests:  
"Matthew, who was the first in Judea to produce a Gospel of Christ in Hebrew 
letters. We must confess that as we have it in our (Greek) language it is 
marked by discrepancies, and now that the stream is distributed into different 
channels we must go back to the fountainhead."1  

The language with the discrepancies that he is talking about is Greek; the Roman Empire 
was a Greco-Roman Empire at the time. They must go back to the original Hebrew 
scriptures (the fountainhead) and correct the Greek manuscripts. 
 
Jerome must have corrected the Greek text to some extent with the Hebrew, but not all 
was corrected. The Greek manuscripts still contain anti-Jewish elements because in 
general, those in the Roman Empire were anti-Jewish. The story of the woman caught in 
adultery was not put into the Greek text until some time later, the 5th or 6th centuries. It 
was added because it was in the Hebrew New Testament. Of course, those who hate the 
Hebrew scriptures continue the persecution and dissonance of the Roman Empire who 
killed and burned anyone caught with Hebrew copies of the New Testament. They 
wanted to make themselves into the true faith. They are not. Why talk about this? The 
devil tries to spread lies about our faith. Yeshua said the devil was a liar (John 8:44). 
 
Instead of incorporating pagan practice and building types, Israel was to put together 
something different. Have we ever thought about how we might apply this? I was watching this 
video about culture in the Caribbean Islands this one time and they showed these people 
practicing Voodoo and singing until they began dropping on the floor or shaking, or doing other 
strange things. Is some of modern Christianity adopting pagan Voodoo into its practice? I was 
very much surprised by what I saw on that video. What are Christians welcoming during their 
times of singing?  
 
I was taught early on in my faith that we are not to give ourselves over to possession, but there 
are some people who do this regularly when they go to church. I was at this one church 
meeting where a young woman fell down and began making noises like a parrot. This is not the 
true God. I have experienced great peace while praying or singing, but it did not come by 
working myself into a frenzy as some do when they go to church. There was a religious 
movement not long ago where people were accepting all kinds of strange things like barking or 
roaring like a lion. Some denominations recognized this as improper ritual practice and not from 
the true God.  
 

We can experience God. 
 
There are some things people can experience when they do encounter the true God. We might 
feel the presence of the Holy Spirit just like Israel did at the Mishkan in the desert and at the 
Temple. They were overwhelmed. God's presence and gifts of the Holy Spirit can be 
overwhelming at times too. God's gifts involve mostly voluntary actions; people are not 
possessed like the woman who was making noises like a parrot. For example, I was in England 

 
1 Jerome, Commentary on Matthew, 12.13, 2.5 
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standing by the grave of an early believer from the 4th century. I felt like I should prophesy. So, 
by my own free will, I gave a prophesy there. Nobody seemed to care what I was doing.  
 
I encourage you to check our prayer class online that contains information on praying for others 
and using God's gifts of the Holy Spirit. Being connected to God through the power of the Holy 
Spirit is part of our heritage. Acts 1:8 NKJV says, "But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you." Our prayer class also teaches how to be appropriate when praying 
for others. Being appropriate is good in all areas of life. Doing what is right and good, teaching 
and following the Old and New Testament scriptures, and living by the power of the Holy Spirit 
makes full use of the light of God in our lives.  
 
Sometimes the Holy Spirit will speak to us and we either respond or we do not. It turned out 
that the story behind this person who was buried there was that he had led many to believe in 
the true God and he had healed many people in the name of Yeshua. I think God wanted to me 
to know that He remembers what we do in His name. It says in Hebrews 6:10 NKJV, "For God is 
not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in 
that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister." Also, God will not forget Israel's labor 
of love; for their faith when they were in the desert and also when they took up a collection for 
the Mishkan in the desert. Think about how much faith was involved for 2 million people to 
leave Egypt and trust in God!  
 

It was an amazing miracle of faith 
for the some 2 million who left Egypt. 

 
Terumah means, “offering.” This portion begins with God instructing Moshe to take up a free 
will collection for a holy place (sanctuary – the Mishkan) and the items and clothing associated 
with the ritual practice that Israel was to do. Exodus 25:2 NKJV says, "From everyone who 
gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My offering." It is close in language to what 
Shaul says in 2 Corinthians 9:7 NKJV, "So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, 
not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver." We should remember that 
whether we give to our congregation or to the poor, we should give willingly from the heart. 
That is what the Old Testament portion teaches us. Shaul used the Old Testament scriptures as 
his basis for life.  
 
It says God would live among them. The details are given about how the ark is to be made and 
what was to be put in it. God would speak to them from above the ark cover. They were also to 
make a table and dishes and keep the bread of God's presence on a table there. They were to 
make a menorah (lamp) with seven lamps. They we to make everything with the designs that 
God showed Moshe on the mountain.  
 
Then specific directions are given for the construction of the Mishkan. The holy place and the 
especially holy place were to be separated by a curtain and the table and menorah were to be 
put outside the curtain with the table to the north. They were to make an entrance to the 
Mishkan and altar with its implements. They were to make a courtyard 150' x 75' with a gate 
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and the courtyard was to be 7 1/2' high. The equipment and tent pegs were to be made of 
bronze. 
 
In this portion the Lord tells Moshe to take up an offering to make the Mishkan and very specific 
directions on how to make it and the articles to be used in it. Perhaps this should remind us that 
we are to worship God in the way God chooses and do what He commands us to do. He is not 
to be worshipped how the pagan gods are worshipped or treated without respect. He is not to 
be worshipped in a profane way. Profane means to treat something as ordinary when it is 
special. Also, this should remind us that we should take care of our place of prayer and worship, 
it should not have pagan elements in it, and it is a place of respect where we also welcome the 
presence of God just as the presence of God was at the Mishkan.  
 
Just as the presence of God was at the Mishkan, the presence of God is in us through the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. We should also understand that we are to treat our bodies as holy vessels for 
the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NKJV says, "Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's." We glorify God by 
doing what He tells us to do. We are to behave like we are members of the family of our Father 
God. It makes sense; we are His people if we do what He says and keep His commandments. 
When we do that, we make God king of our lives as He should be. When we do not, we state 
by our actions that we do not respect God for who He is.  
 
The Haftarah for Terumah is 1 Kings 5:26-6:13. God had told David that he was not to build the 
Temple, but that His son Shlomo (Solomon) would build the Temple. In this portion we see that 
Shlomo was extremely zealous to prepare for the building of the Temple. This perhaps should  
remind us that we should be zealous for spiritual things as well. Being zealous for spiritual 
things keeps us in line with reality. 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 NKJV says, "For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the 
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal." Our 
eternal destiny is far more valuable than what the world has to give.  
 

God Gives Us Good Instructions 
(A teaching to accompany the Torah portion Terumah.) 

 
I was thinking some about my introduction. Some people and denominations think that just 
anything is okay to do, but God had very specific instructions for how He wanted Israel to build 
the Mishkan. What makes people think that is any different with His commandments? Since He 
is God, He knows what is best for us and gives us good commandments.  
 
The Bible says that God is love so He is giving us loving instructions to help us. Theology turns 
that around and says only the New Testament is from a loving God. That is not true; God was a 
loving God who gave us good commandments and His commandments are still good. It says 
about God's good commandments in Deuteronomy 4:6 NKJV, "Therefore be careful to observe 
them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear 
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all these statutes, and say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.'" The 
Bible says God does not change so why are people saying the opposite.   
 
When we take matters into our own hands spiritually without regard for how God wants us to 
do things, we are only making mental ascension in our faith with God. Ya'akov said in James 
2:18-20 NKJV, "Someone will say, 'You have faith, and I have works.' Show me your faith 
without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that there is one 
God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! But do you want to know, O foolish 
man, that faith without works is dead?"  
 
Hardly anyone who has any sense would want to associate themselves with the devil. Yeshua 
said in John 8:44 NKJV, "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you 
want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar 
and the father of it." The devil is a murderer and a liar. Those who say we do not have to act in 
faith towards God and keep God's commandments are not keeping the works that God tells us 
to keep. They are lying. James 3:1 NKJV says, "My brethren, let not many of you become 
teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment." If they are sending people to the 
lake of fire by what they teach, what will happen to them?   
 
In case you forgot, those who are lying will end up in the lake of fire. Revelation 21:8 NKJV 
says, "But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone."  I 
tell you this because I care about you. Warning others is the most loving we can do. People 
reverse this concept and say it is not loving to warn people. Would you tell someone not to 
open their parachute while skydiving and tell them they will be just fine? Encouraging others to 
keep the commandments of our good and loving God is a loving thing to do.  
 

God gives us His commandments 
because He is a kind and loving God. 

 
People sometimes take chances with God and only clean up part of their lives.  
Many people in our society are only making partial commitments to God. Perhaps we could look 
at our relationship with God as a written contract. If we do not fulfil the requirements of the 
contract, God will rescind the contract and void the contract with us.  
 
Jews and Christians alike have acted at times like God has made an unconditional contract with 
us. Hebrews 12:14 NKJV says, "Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no 
one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God." It says that if 
we do not live holy lives, we will not be with God for eternity. We are to be careful so that we 
do not fail and so that when we stand before God, we will not be like an Esau who sold his 
birthright just for some temporary earthly satisfaction. It goes on to talk about Esau.   
 
In Hebrews 12:16-17 NKJV it says, "Lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, 
who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, when he wanted to 
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inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it 
diligently with tears." It is not too late in the present to repent and do what is right. It will be 
too late when we are standing in judgment at the end of time. Esau treated his birthright as 
something ordinary instead of special. It is a despicable act to treat something special as 
ordinary. So, it is with God; we should never treat God in a profane way and think of the things 
of God as something ordinary.  
 
The big catch phrase in Hebrews 12:14 is that without holiness, no one will see the Lord. What 
is holiness; what did it mean back in Yeshua's (Jesus') time?  Here is a quote about holiness 
from the Quran scrolls. "The men of holiness who walk in perfection, it shall not be merged with 
that of the men of injustice who have not purified their life by separating themselves from 
iniquity and walking in the way of perfection." From 4 Q 255-264.2 Holiness has to do with 
separating yourself from sin. Yes, it is true that we all fall short. But we are to work at 
separating ourselves from sin; holiness is the act of separating yourself from sin.  
 
Perhaps we could think of it as eating every day to stay alive. In the same way, in order to be 
holy, we must make the effort every day to do what is right. If we do not, we will fall short of 
eternal life. Yeshua said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of 
God.'" I like an example that I once saw. It had arrows pointing in from all directions toward 
Yeshua. Those are the people who are trying to follow God and do what is right. They are 
following God's commandments and doing their best to keep their eyes on Him. In turn, God 
then looks on us and we are in relationship with God. When the arrow turns the other way 
away from God, those people have decided to not be in relationship with God and not keep His 
commandments. We should find it terrifying to give away our relationship with God just as Esau 
gave away his birthright for a little soup. How ridiculous were his actions. Think though, how 
ridiculous would it be for us to give up eternal life for some temporary sinful satisfaction.  
 

It is an honor and privilege to be in relationship with the Creator. 
 
Our good God looks out for us. He wants to watch out for us. 
Being in relationship with God has its benefits. "For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to 
Him;" 2 Chronicles 16:9 NKJV. This is an amazing verse. I have found this verse to be 
absolutely true. As I have been faithful to keep God's commandments and follow Him, as I have 
been loyal to Him, He has helped me and even saved my life at times! I had a fire in my house 
in the middle of the night years ago and God woke me up just in times to save my life and my 
family. The batteries in the smoke detectors were dead. I make sure all my smoke detectors are 
working now! 
 
It says in the book of Job, "Does He not see my ways, and count all my steps?" Job 31:4 NKJV. 
Some people think that God does not know what is going on; He does! Parents know what their 
little ones are up to because they care about their kids. God cares about us and wants us to do 

 
2 It is interesting how the language of the Quram community was like that of Shaul. They talk about the grace they have 

received; it was the law from Mt. Sinai they were talking about. The Old Testament portion says that Israel received grace and 

Noah received grace because he did what was right. Genesis 6:8 NKJV, "But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD." 
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what is right. We are to become good vessels for the Holy Spirit. Our bodies are to be good 
vessels for the Holy Spirit and not grieve the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30). When we do what is 
right, we are in fellowship with God and the Holy Spirit. We are sealed for redemption if we do 
not give it away like Esau gave his birthright away.  
 
God is a fountain of life who sustains us and refreshes us. He is not far from us but is near 
those who love Him. 
Sometimes I wonder how I was able to accomplish some things. Jeremiah 31:25 NKJV says that 
God is a fountain of life who sustains us and refreshes us; "For I have satiated the weary soul, 
and I have replenished every sorrowful soul." 3  God's ways are restoring, "He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake;" Psalm 23:3 NKJV. God says, 
"Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil. It will be health to your 
flesh, and strength to your bones;" Proverbs 3:7-8 NKJV. He is not far from us but is near those 
who love Him. This is an amazing scripture. "The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all 
who call upon Him in truth. He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear 
their cry and save them;" Psalm 145:18-19 NKJV. He will be there when we need Him; He 
works on behalf of the those who are loyal to Him. Why not be loyal to God? 
 

God can work supernaturally on our behalf. 
 
God reaches out to the world; people look for joy and life; they need to look up to our eternal 
God and King. 
Who better knows us better than an all-knowing God? There are better things in life than what 
the world has to offer. God can do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. He knows what we 
need and can give us the desires of our heart.  
Psalm 37:1-5 NKJV: 

"Do not fret because of evildoers, nor be envious of the workers of iniquity. For they shall 
soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. Trust in the Lord, and do 
good; dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. Delight yourself also in the Lord, and 
He shall give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in 
Him, and He shall bring it to pass." 

 
How encouraging is that! God gave us good commandments in the present. What God has in 
store for us will be amazing.  
2 Peter 3:10-14 NKJV says: 

"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 
the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking 
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, 

 
3 In Jeremiah 31:31, it talks about a new covenant and then in just a few verses below that it says, "If those ordinances depart 

from before Me, says the Lord, then the seed of Israel shall also cease from being a nation before Me forever;" Jeremiah 31:36 

NKJV. God says Israel will last forever, so God's commandments will also last forever. "But Israel shall be saved by the Lord 

with an everlasting salvation; you shall not be ashamed or disgraced forever and ever;" Isaiah 45:17 NKJV.  
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according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him 
in peace, without spot and blameless." 

 
Just as the Mishkan in the wilderness was to be a beautiful place, we are to be a beautiful 
people who stay away from sin and are a holy separate people who keep God's 
commandments. Kefa said in 1 Peter 1:14-16 NKJV, "As obedient children, not conforming 
yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also 
be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, " Be holy, for I am holy." Do not take a chance 
spiritually; make God an important part of your life so you do not fall short and give up your 
eternal inheritance.  
 

Our God is a good God. 
 
Shaul says we are to be living sacrifices who demonstrate who God is (Romans12:1-2). Our God 
is a good God who wants to help us and will watch out for us. He knows us and He knows 
everything we do. So, stay away from doing evil and do what is right. He is never far from us 
but is there for us and can give us the desires of our heart. He works on behalf of those who 
are loyal to Him so be diligent to be a holy person so when we stand before Him at the time of 
judgment, He will say to us, "Well done good and faithful servant." Yeshua said in a parable 
about reaching the goal and being part of God's future kingdom: "His lord said to him, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant; … Enter into the joy of your lord;'" Matthew 25:23 NKJV. It will 
be a time of great joy! 
 
Finally, the Aaronic Blessing.  
ADONAI or LORD in all caps in our Bibles is the name for God which is pronounced Yĕ-hō-váh. 
Yĕ-hō-váh is used over 6,000 times in the Old Testament portion. Since God's name is used that 
many times, it is evident that we should be using His real name. 
 
According to Exodus 3:15, Yĕ-hō-váh is God's true name forever. Of course, we should use His 
name with respect. Yĕ-hō-váh is an acronym formed from the Hebrew verb hayah. Yĕ-hō-váh 
means, He existed, He exists, and He will exist. I want to honor God's name. The ancient rabbis 
say that Yĕ-hō-váh (יְֹהוָֹה) is God's name. Over 2,363 manuscripts of the Bible point God's name 
as Yĕ-hō-váh, once as Yĕ-hō-vĕh, never as Yahweh . Even one of the church Fathers said God's 
name is Yĕ-hō-váh. Numbers 6:27 says we are to put God's name on His people.  

 

Let's say the Aaronic Blessing now: 

      יְָבֶרכְָך יְֹהוָֹה, וְיְִשְמֶרָך

 יֵָאר יְֹהוָֹה ָפנָיו ֵאלֶיָך, וִיֻחנֶךָ

 יִָשא יְֹהוָֹה ָפנָיו ֵאלֶיָך, וְיֵָשם לְָך ָשלום

Yĕ-hō-váh bless you and keep you.  

Yĕ-hō-váh make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  

Yĕ-hō-váh lift up His face upon you, and give to you peace.  


