
#33 Bechukotai Lev. 26:1-27:34     By Moshe Schwab   
While Praying: 
* Be firmly attached to God; see yourself doing all that God wants of us. 
* God wants us to understand what His will is. Be focused. 
* There are different things that God wants us to apply ourselves to; be strong; be at peace; also take the 
edge off mentally and relax. 
* We are in the world, but God still rules; stay close to God and be in fellowship with Him.   
 
Bechukotai means, “in my statutes.” This portion begins with God saying that He would bring the 
Israelites rain; they would have bountiful harvests; and, live securely in the land. Others nations would 
flee from them; God would increase their numbers; God would put His tabernacle among them; and, He 
would walk among them if the they would keep His commandments. God broke the yoke of the Egyptians 
on Israel so they could live right. Their life was to revolve around God; God was their king. 
 
If they don't follow God's commands (mitzvot), then they will get sick, their crops won't grow, and the 
other nations will destroy them. God will bring down their pride, increase their calamities, and if they are 
against God, God will be against them. God will bring down the places of their pagan worship and throw 
their dead bodies on their idols. Their land will become desolate and they will be dispersed to the nations 
if they don't follow His commands. The land will then be repaid its Shabbats.  
 
Those who are left in the land will be filled with fear and they will be sorry for their sin. If Israel repents, 
God will remember His covenant with Ya'akov. When they are in foreign lands God will not reject them. 
For their sake, God will not forget His covenant with their ancestors. They will be exiled from the land, 
but not from God. God has always been a merciful God and will not forget us if we will come back to 
Him. "Turn to ADONAI your God. For he is merciful and compassionate, slow to anger, rich in grace;" 
Joel 2:13 CJB. This is written to Israel, but God still gives grace today.  
 
Monetary values are then given to people, animals, houses, and land for the purpose of vows that are 
made for the upkeep of the sanctuary. The Cohen is to decide the value of an unclean animal, the value of 
a house, or the value of a part of a field. When someone wishes to redeem (buy it back) something, they 
are to add 1/5 to its value. The Yovel year (Jubilee Year) is taken into account for valuation. The tithes 
belong to the Lord and if a man wants to redeem what he tithed he should add 1/5 to what it is worth. The 
book of Vayikra (Leviticus) ends with it saying that God gave these commands to Israel at Mt. Sinai.  
 
This portion begins with God telling Israel that He would bless them if they keep His commands and that 
He would be against them if they didn’t. God knows all, knows what is best for us since He is the creator, 
and is over all. Much like a father that hates to see his children suffering for doing what is wrong, He can 
prod us to do what is right. God would prod Israel if they sin.  
 
Just like Israel was blessed for doing what is right, God can bless us above all that we ask or think the 
Bible says in Ephesians 3:20. Also, in this portion it says that God broke the yoke of the Egyptians over 
Israel. The rabbis understand the word “yoke” as sort of a technical term for either following God’s Torah 
or following false God’s and the ways of this world. In other words, Israel was set free from the idols and 
worldly ways of the Egyptians so they could live right and follow God’s instructions (the yoke of the 
Torah).  
 
We can get attached to almost anything. When I went to this particular restaurant, I always got the same 
thing. It's strange how we do things like that. If we are going to get attached to anything, there is nothing 
more important than being attached to God? Be firmly attached to God; see yourself doing all that God 
wants of us.  
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Yochanan (John) said in 1 John 3:4-7 CJB:  
"Everyone who keeps sinning is violating Torah - indeed, sin is violation of Torah. You know that 
he appeared in order to take away sins, and that there is no sin in him. So no one who remains 
united with him continues sinning; everyone who does continue sinning has neither seen him nor 
known him. Children, don't let anyone deceive you - it is the person that keeps on doing what is 
right who is righteous, just as God is righteous." 

 
The word Torah means God's instruction. All the early believers were Jewish and were trying to observe 
the Torah. Yochanan says we need to keep the Torah (God's instructions). We are either attached to God 
and doing right or we are attached to sin. If we want to live in the Messiah, we are to change and do what 
God wants us to do. If we decide to keep violating God's Torah, we don't know God and the Messiah 
Yeshua. When we sin, we follow our own desires. Yochanan said, we actually are to do what is right; that 
is what makes us right. Some say we are made right by just saying a prayer or saying we believe in the 
Messiah, but there is more to it than that.  
 
Ya'akov (James) says in James 1:14-16 CJB, "Rather, each person is being tempted whenever he is being 
dragged off and enticed by the bait of his own desire. Then, having conceived, the desire gives birth to 
sin; and when sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death. Don't delude yourselves, my dear brothers." 
Ya'akov said that desires can birth sin; namely, desires can lead us to sin. Desiring to do things our own 
way can lead to spiritual death. Obviously, sin doesn't often lead to physical death so he must be talking 
about spiritual death and eternal punishment (2 Peter 2:4; Deuteronomy 4:24). Judah (Jude) also said in 
Jude 1:19 CJB, "These are the people who cause divisions. They are controlled by their impulses." We are 
not to be controlled by our impulses. 
 
God wants us to understand what His will is. Be focused. God gave us the Torah to help us. Deuteronomy 
4:6 CJB says, "Therefore, observe them; and follow them; for then all peoples will see you as having 
wisdom and understanding." God wants us to have good lives and when we don't follow His Torah, we 
can mess up our lives, sometimes even badly. Leviticus 19:17-18 says, "Do not hate your brother in your 
heart, but rebuke your neighbor frankly, so that you won't carry sin because of him. Don't take vengeance 
on or bear a grudge against any of your people; rather, love your neighbor as yourself; I am ADONAI." 
We are not to hate others; we are to be forthright with others, not to take vengeance, not to hold grudges 
(be forgiving) and love others (be kind, be good to them, and all the things just mentioned). What could 
be so bad about what it tells us to do in Leviticus.  
 
What are some ways that we can be loving to those we know? 
Treat others we know with respect.  
Have good manners (it shows we are thoughtful and don't take people for granted). 
Use kind words. 
Don't be defensive. 
Don't argue.  
Don't give people back-talk. 
Don't criticize people. 
Don't make fun of people.  
 
People often take the verse above to love your neighbor out of context and don't realize there is a lot more 
to understand. Don't hate, be forthright, don't take vengeance, don't hold onto grudges, but forgive, be 
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kind, be good to others. Rabbi1 Shaul (Paul) talks about this in his letters. For example, "Get rid of all 
bitterness, rage, anger, violent assertiveness and slander, along with all spitefulness. Instead, be kind to 
each other, tenderhearted; and forgive each other, just as in the Messiah God has also forgiven you;" 
Ephesians 4:31-32 CJB. This sounds a lot like the verses in Leviticus where it tells us to love our 
neighbor. That's because that is where he got it from. He was trained in the Old Testament so his frame of 
reference was the Old Testament (He grew up Jewish; he was trained in the Old Testament portion as a 
rabbi; he taught from what he knew and studied – Yeshua (Jesus) was Jewish too so He also taught from 
the Old Testament portion. I counted about 112 quotes of the Old Testament by Yeshua.2  
 
We can also learn from the Jewish commentaries like the Talmud. Shaul quotes 1 Corinthians 10:4 from 
the oral Torah. We should be careful though. Commentaries are not God's word, yet commentaries 
sometimes have good and practical advice. First and foremost, we are not to make up our own religious 
system, but trust in what God tells us. "For my people have committed two evils: they have abandoned 
me, the fountain of living water, and dug themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water!" 
Jeremiah 2:13 CJB. 
 
There are lots of scriptures in the Bible that tell us to stay faithful, to keep our focus. "Observe the charge 
of ADONAI your God to go in his ways and keep his regulations, mitzvot, rulings and instructions in 
accordance with what is written in the Torah of Moshe; so that you will succeed in all you do and 
wherever you go;" 1 Kings 2:3 CJB. Keeping God's commandments helps us. "Therefore you are to be 
careful to do as ADONAI your God has ordered you; you are not to deviate either to the right or the left. 
You are to follow the entire way which ADONAI your God has ordered you; so that you will live, things 
will go well with you, and you will live long in the land you are about to possess;" Deuteronomy 5:32-33 
CJB. How many of us want things to go well with us and live long? Keep the Torah; God gave it to us for 
our own good.  
 
There are different things that God wants us to apply ourselves to; be strong; be at peace; also take the 
edge off mentally and be relaxed. Whether that is at home, with our family, with other believers, at work, 
or serving God in different ways, we should always take God with us. The Bible says we are to put 
scriptures on our doorposts and gates (Deuteronomy 6:9). This reminds us to take God with us wherever 
we go. When we leave our house, we take God's words and godly attitudes with us and when we return, 
we bring God's those things back with us. Putting up scriptures on paper tends to get weathered, so we 
could put a scripture on wood or in a mezuzah. The rabbis say to touch it and say something. That way it 
never becomes invisible. Most importantly, we are to live right wherever we go.  
 
Also, apply yourself well so that you enjoy what you do. Years ago, we bought a house with a closet that 
was added to the house. I saw that it needed some work so I thought that I could at least keep the frame. I 
ended up with one board left standing up. Then I looked at the board and noticed it was crooked. 
Someone put in the effort to build that closet and they did almost nothing right. It looked like a closet to 
some extent before I tore into it, but when I finished the new one, it looked great and it was done right. 
 
Apply yourself to God in the same way. Work at learning, changing, and growing up spiritually and 
become a strong believer. Apply your faith and trust in God. Also, be determined not to allow peace to 

                                                 
1 Rabbi now means teacher. It would be wrong to call a leader "father." Only God is our Father (Deut. 32:6; Isa. 63:16, 64:8; 
Jer. 3:19). It would be wrong to call a leader "priest." A priest suggests a mediator. Only Yeshua the Messiah is our mediator (1  
Tim. 2:5). 
2 http://www.bible.ca/b-canon-old-testament-quoted-by-jesus-and-apostles.htm 
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slip away from you and be overly defensive, overly concerned, or anything that could take away your 
peace. Relax and trust in God more. I'm not saying not to be reasonable or apply yourself properly, but to 
be relaxed and at peace in all you do – even in things that test us and cause us concern. Learn to take off 
the edge in how we live. "You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he 
trusts in You. Trust in the Lord forever, or in Yah, the Lord, is everlasting strength. Isaiah 26:3-4 NKJV. 
Philippians 4:6-7 CJB says, "Don't worry about anything; on the contrary, make your requests known to 
God by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving. Then God's shalom, passing all understanding, will keep 
your hearts and minds safe in union with the Messiah Yeshua." What can be better than the shalom, the 
peace of God? That's what I want in my life.  
 
We are in the world, but God still rules; stay close to God and be in fellowship with Him. Psalm 147:5 
CJB says, "Our Lord is great, his power is vast, his wisdom beyond all telling." Yeshua said that every 
hair on our heads has been numbered by God. "Every hair on your head has been counted! Don't be 
afraid, you are worth more than many sparrows;" Luke 12:7 CJB. People have probably tried to count the 
number of hairs on people's heads; there are a lot. The point Yeshua is making is that God knows 
everything about us. It says in Hebrews, "Before God, nothing created is hidden, but all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of him to whom we must render an account;" Hebrews 4:13 CJB.  
 
God knows us; do we know Him? Most people don't understand the vast abilities of the creator. Since 
God offers us eternal life, that means He knows every cell in our body, that's 37,200,000,000,000 cells 
(37.2 trillion).3 To say that God rules is putting it mildly. There are only 100 million stars in our galaxy 
and 100 trillion stars total in the visible spectrum. That doesn't seem like that many when we consider 
everything God has made. Say there will be 1 billion believers in the new heaven and earth. Then God 
will be raising from the dead 37.2 trillion billion cells, whew. I think a living cell would be a whole lot 
harder to create than a star which is just made of matter.  
 
God wants us to stay close to the creator of the universe. How wonderful is that. Ya'akov says, "Come 
close to God, and he will come close to you. Clean your hands, sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded people!" James 4:8 CJB. This next verse is a funny verse, but a good one. "Don't be like a 
horse or mule that has no understanding, that has to be curbed with bit and bridle, or else it won't come 
near you. Many are the torments of the wicked, but grace surrounds those who trust in ADONAI;" Psalm 
32:9-10 CJB. Be understanding and know what's best for you; stay close to God. Why live your life with 
extra troubles and sin. Goodness and blessing will come to those who trust in God and His word.  
 
Hold onto God and how He wants us to live and don't be enticed to sin or have wrong impulses. God 
wants us to be a person of wisdom and understanding; be kind, good, and forgiving; stay focused on 
living right and doing what is right. Learn and grow spiritually; don't only apply yourself well to worldly 
things, but also to spiritual things as well. Take charge over your feelings and be at peace. God still rules 
and He is great and powerful. Be close to God. What do we want in life, extra troubles or blessing? It's 
our choice. "But it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may 
declare all Your works;" Psalm 73:28 NKJV. 

                                                 
3 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/there-are-372-trillion-cells-in-your-body-4941473/ 


