
Parashah Bo “Enter”         1/8/10      By Moshe Schwab   

While praying 

* God brings his light and causes us to change (like a butterfly). 

* There are intricacies to God’s work. We are not people who are alike, yet God works in us for His 

purposes individually so that we can glorify Him. 

* Be willing to take the risk to let God lead you – it energizes us and can be fun. 

* Joining with others to hear God’s word and serve others helps us in our pursuit of God – [when Israel 

left Egypt, they did it together and no doubt helped one another and encouraged each other] 

* What God does has some staying power – if you want more of God; keep pressing in. 

* The world offers things that cannot satisfy and ideas and ideals that are often destructive. 

* Reach up to God and hear Him. 

 

The Egyptians and Pharaoh were trusting in their false gods – the river god, the frog god etcetera. God 

brings the last three plagues on the Egyptians; locusts, darkness for three days, and death of the first born. 

In order for Israel to avoid their first born dying, they had to take a lamb or goat, kill it, put its blood on 

the lintel and door posts, and roast it and eat it. They were to remember Pesach (the Passover) every year 

on the 14th of Nisan at twilight and eat unleavened bread for 7 days.  

 

A mixed group (Ex. 12:38) with the men numbering 600,000 left Egypt perhaps (2 million people 

including women and children) so they could be set free from the sinful idolatry of the Egyptians and 

serve God. They spent 430 years in Canaan and Egypt (210 in Canaan and 220 in Egypt – some say it is 

215 and 215)1 to the day before they returned to Canaan. God was giving them the land of Canaan 

because of the Canaanites terrible sinful activities.   

 

The Lord set them free to live for Him by a mighty hand. A mixed group of Jews and Gentiles left Egypt 

and the Gentiles were assimilated into Israel. It had to be both Jews and Egyptians because of the number 

of people who left Egypt. It would have been impossible for the Jews to have had that many offspring in 

only 220 years. Also, the Bible tells us Caleb was not Jewish but was assimilated into the tribe of Judah 

and represented Judah as one of the twelve spies. The rabbis say "mixed group" means it was people who 

had different jobs. This obviously is not true.  

 

The believers in Messiah too are a mixed group of Jews and Gentiles who are set free from sin by the 

Messiah. We who are set free by the Messiah should remember it is through God’s hand and sacrifice we 

become heirs of salvation through Yeshua. Just as Israel was set free from sin to serve God, we are also 

set free from sin to live the Lord. Yeshua’s sacrificial act of humility resulted in the power of God 

working in us through the Holy Spirit to help us live right. The Pesach meal foreshadows the time when 

Messiah Yeshua gave up His life sacrificially for us at the time of the Passover so that we can be forgiven 

of our sins, live by the power of God, and obtain eternal life through the Messiah. 

 

We see Moshe and Aaron entering in before Pharaoh over and over, yet he would not change. I can’t 

imagine going through all that and not realizing who was in charge, but Pharaoh didn’t want to accept the 

truth. In the same way, I'll tell people the Jewish biblical context of a scripture so they can understand it 

and they refuse to change. People can be hard hearted. There is an expression, "You can lead a horse to 

water, but you can't make it drink."  

 

Some people are filled with half-truths and in need of the truth, but they want to stick to their false 

doctrines that are taken out of context. I believe God is merciful, but in some cases, an incorrect 

                                                 
1 The Septuagint has the words "Canaan and Egypt." The rabbis added up the years and found them to be 210 years in Canaan 

and 220 years in Egypt.  
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understanding of the scriptures could lead to dire consequences for these people. I wouldn't want that for 

anyone.  

 

God can change us, but we must be willing. God brings his light and causes us to change, perhaps like a 

butterfly. Romans 12:2 NKJV says, "And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God." It 

says to be transformed and it is the Greek word "metamorphoō"2 from which we get our word 

metamorphosis. We must change our mind; the Bible tells us we begin the transformation process. Some 

people say that it is all God, but that is not what the Bible says. We take part in the process.   

 

It has been my experience that this metamorphosis can be amazing. I went from an average person to a 

person who was more understanding, better capable of engaging in a kind appropriate matter, better 

rounded, able to engage with my activities at a higher level, and personally penetrated by God. I read a 

story once about a very successful man who was not happy, had miserable relations, and was often angry.  

 

After he accepted the Messiah his life changed. He was still successful, but had more purpose and 

enjoyment from life. Instead of being angry, he was more engaging and was overall happier. That is an 

amazing change. It comes from changing your thoughts, aligning them with the truths of Bible, having 

faith in God, and seeking the work of the Holy Spirit. Shaul said we should "eagerly" seek the things of 

the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 14:1).  

 

When we accept the Messiah, we are also supposed to accept the Holy Spirit into our lives.  Acts 2:38-38 

says, "Turn from sin, return to God, and each of you be immersed on the authority of Yeshua the Messiah 

into forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Ruach HaKodesh! For the promise is for 

you, for your children, and for those far away- as many as ADONAI our God may call!"  

 

Consider how it says we are to turn away from sin; namely, doing what is wrong. Just like the scripture in 

Romans, we are to make an effort to change. We accept that Yeshua (Jesus) is the Messiah, we are 

forgiven, and we receive the Holy Spirit to helps us. We are not left alone to work things out.  

 

The Holy Spirit can bring change into our lives. One of the ways the Holy Spirit helps us is to have good 

fruit in our lives. I talk about this a lot because it is a wonderful work of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:22-

23 CJB says, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

humility, self control. Nothing in the Torah stands against such things." This is truly an amazing way the 

Holy Spirit help us, but like I said, we need to apply ourselves too and cooperate with the Holy Spirit.  

 

If we decide to be angry or obstinate, it is our decision and it is not the Holy Spirit at work. There are 

other ways the Holy Spirit manifests or works as well. The man that was unhappy and had poor relations 

must have applied himself, but it wasn't all him. The Holy Spirit works in many ways. The Holy Spirit 

helps our spiritual teachers and advisors and even communicates with us personally and through others. 

Shaul (Paul) talks about the evidences and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 

1 Cor 12:7-10 (NKJV) 

"But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of 

wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by 

the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to 

                                                 
2 Enhanced Strong's Dictionary. 
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another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues."  

 

There are other lists of gifts in the New Testament portion. For example, Romans 12:4-8 and Ephesians 

4:11-13 are other scriptures that list gifts of the Holy Spirit. Jewish lists are always partial lists. For 

example, the Bible tells us to love God and our neighbor in the Old Testament portion. The Bible also 

lists other commandments – there are not just 2 commandments. People often have mistaken beliefs about 

the Bible because they take it out of its Jewish/Israel biblical context. 

 

This knowledge, wisdom, prophecy, miracles, healings etcetera comes from the God of the universe. It is 

nothing that we produce. God may give someone information or inspire them etcetera. There are many 

ways that God can work in us, even in school or our jobs. I knew that God was giving me strength to 

study and get my Bachelor's Degree in Engineering. I knew that it was God helping me with my Masters 

and Doctorate work in Bible studies. God blesses us and millions of believers each in a way that's 

meaningful to them.  

 

There are intricacies to God’s work. We are not a people who are all alike; God works in us for His 

purposes individually so that we can glorify Him – so that people can see God's work in us just like God 

changed the man I was talking about from a disgruntled and unhappy person to a happy and engaging 

person. God works in each of us in unique ways. Believers in God are a community with diverse talents, 

personalities, and thinking. So, the Holy Spirit doesn’t work in a uniform way with us, but meets us where 

we are and will gift us and lead us in many different ways.  

 

Romans 12:6 CJB says, "But we have gifts that differ and which are meant to be used according to the 

grace that has been given to us." We have gifts that differ. God can help us in many ways. In the Old 

Testament portion, God inspired the designers of the Tent of Meeting in the desert. God is unlimited in 

His ability to use us – He is God. Shaul said that God works in all of us that have the Holy Spirit, "And 

there are different modes of working, but it is the same God working them all in everyone;" 1 Corinthians 

12:6 CJB.  

 

Shaul also says the, "One and the same Spirit is at work in all these things, distributing to each person as 

he chooses. For just as the body is one but has many parts; and all the parts of the body, though many, 

constitute one body; so it is with the Messiah;" 1 Corinthians 12:11-12 CJB. Shaul says that we are like a 

body that works together and accomplishes many different things through the Holy Spirit. It said "each 

person." Good news, we all get to take part and God can use each of us.  

 

My experience is that God helps us in all of life and sometimes surprises us. Ephesians 3:20 CJB says, 

"Now to him who by his power working in us is able to do far beyond anything we can ask or imagine." 

He is God, isn't He? He can do more than we could ever imagine. Be willing to take risk to let God lead 

you – what God does with that can energize us and be fun. I am truly awed by what God has allowed me 

to do for Him. I am truly amazed how God has helped me with life.  

 

The plagues probably showed Israel that God was for them and was worth following. He did amazing 

things to set them free from the murderous Egyptians, from hardship, and from being persecuted. I think 

in my own life, it’s been a process of seeing God at work, following His lead, and enjoying the process. 

God wanted to lead His people (out of Egypt) and God still wants to lead His people today in tangible 

ways. 
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God wanted me to go to Brazilian jungle. I got a vision of Brazil and several more confirmations. I went 

there even though I had reservations. I have several supernatural encounters that were life changing while 

there. One woman I prayed for had her shoulder and back healed. I was healed almost instantly from 

being sick after receiving prayer (about 2 minutes). A school teacher received a word of encouragement 

from God through me. She was so impacted that she began weeping. I couldn't tell you all the stories. I 

have lots of great stories.  

 

I grew in faith, others grew in faith, and it was exciting to see God at work. This all happened because I 

was willing to take a risk. For you, it doesn't have to be as dramatic a risk as I took. We can start with our 

own families, school, job, congregations, and in serving. I've served the poor, did some restoration on a 

church, talked to people on the street and door to door about Yeshua, and went on adventures in South 

America and Europe. God has used me in the mundane and the extraordinary; at home, at school, at work, 

and you name it.  

 

I didn't do this all by myself. I often joined with others to hear God’s word and to serve others who were 

pursuing God. Just like when Israel left Egypt, they did it together and no doubt helped one another and 

encouraged each other. We also are to do the same. Hebrews 3:12-14 CJB says, "Watch out, brothers, so 

that there will not be in any one of you an evil heart lacking trust, which could lead you to apostatize from 

the living God! Instead, keep exhorting each other every day, as long as it is called Today, so that none of 

you will become hardened by the deceit of sin. For we have become sharers in the Messiah, provided, 

however, that we hold firmly to the conviction we began with, right through until the goal is reached." 

 

How can we encourage each other if we don't fellowship with others? "And let us keep paying attention to 

one another, in order to spur each other on to love and good deeds, not neglecting our own congregational 

meetings, as some have made a practice of doing, but, rather, encouraging each other;" Hebrews 10:24-25 

CJB. Shaul said in Galatians 6:10 CJB, "Therefore, as the opportunity arises, let us do what is good to 

everyone, and especially to the family of those who are trustingly faithful." How can we be good to others 

if we are staying to ourselves? 

 

What are some of the ways we can do good or allow the Holy Spirit to use us: 

Use our spiritual gifts. 

Following the words the Holy Spirit gives us 

   throughout the day. 

Taking risk to follow how God is leading us. 

Attending Messianic Congregation. 

Serve at congregation. 

Praying together. 

Going out for coffee and fellowshipping. 

Visiting each other. 

Attending a small group 

Serving the poor together 

Evangelizing together. 

Helping each other. 

 

Enjoy life and be in a place that gives you peace; it produces blessing. Doing what is right brings peace. 

Having a relationship with the creator God brings peace. Enjoy God, enjoy your blessings, your food, 

your friends, your synagogue …. People seem to find things to complain about. God was with Israel when 

they finally got set free, but they still complained. We can be complainers too. Instead, have joy and 

peace. Ps 85:8-10 CJB says, "Show us your grace, ADONAI; grant us your salvation. I am listening. 

What will God, ADONAI, say? For he will speak peace to his people, to his holy ones - but only if they 

don't relapse into folly. His salvation is near for those who fear him." 

 

God has given us His word and a holy way to live. We are a separate people that live by God’s word, the 

Bible, and the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:3-7 CJB:  
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"God's power has given us everything we need for life and godliness, through our knowing the One 

who called us to his own glory and goodness. By these he has given us valuable and superlatively 

great promises, so that through them you might come to share in God's nature and escape the 

corruption which evil desires have brought into the world. For this very reason, try your hardest to 

furnish your faith with goodness, goodness with knowledge, knowledge with self-control, self- 

control with perseverance, perseverance with godliness, godliness with brotherly affection, and 

brotherly affection with love." 

 

What God does has some staying power – if you want more of God; keep pressing in. After all, God is 

able to create something from nothing by just His word. Didn’t He say, “Let there be light and there was 

light?” Didn’t Yeshua create bread and give it to the people in the wilderness? Philippians 2:13-16 CJB 

says, "For God is the one working among you both the willing and the working for what pleases him. Do 

everything without kvetching3 or arguing, so that you may be blameless and pure children of God, 

without defect in the midst of a twisted and perverted generation, among whom you shine like stars in the 

sky, as you hold on to the Word of Life. If you do this, I will be able to boast, when the Day of the 

Messiah comes, that I did not run or toil for nothing." 

 

Start your journey to the promised land – be set free. The world offers things that often only temporarily 

satisfy, ideas and ideals that are sometimes destructive.  

 

What are some of the fruits of materialism? (devotion to wealth and possessions) 

Greed – wanting more than what we need. 

Selfishness – concern only with self. 

Lack of compassion – lack of sympathy and 

desire to help others. 

Ruin of natural resources. 

Displace of normal affections. 

Taking financial advantage of others – low pay; 

harsh conditions. 

It can cause us to undervalue spiritual things. 

 

Reach up to God and hear Him. Israel listened to God and left Egypt – from that, a nation was born 

From that the world received salvation through the messiah Yeshua. From Israel we received the 

scriptures and the promises of God. Reach for God and follow Him. What do we want to be born in our 

lives? What direction do we want our lives to take? Do we want to live as slaves to what is worldly or as a 

people free to serve God? 

 

In Conclusion: 

Transform your life through God. 

Allow the Holy Spirit to work in you. 

Fulfill your unique purpose that God wants to give you. 

Take some risk and grow in faith. 

Join with others to learn and serve. 

Enjoy God’s blessings and shalom. 

We are a separate people with the word of God and Holy Spirit working in our lives. 

God will do His part – we need to do ours. 

The world often offers things that cannot satisfy. 

Reach for God and follow Him – He wants to set us free just as He set Israel free. 

                                                 
3 Without being a complainer. 


