
Leadership and Qualifications

Rabbis – the term rabbi refers to mature believers in Yeshua (Jesus) who are firmly dedicated to the truths
of the Bible and its Jewish roots. They should have a special service (ministry) and a demonstrated ability
that God is leading them to do. For example, teachers, evangelists, and other leadership positions are areas
that rabbis can serve in. Rabbis should have demonstrated abilities to work with people. Some of the
qualifications:

Understands and believes in Messianic Judaism. Luke 24:25-27; Isa. 53; Ps. 22
Proven biblical study or degree; preferably in Messianic Judaism. 2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Peter 3:15
Believes in our doctrines of faith. 2 Tim. 3:14-4:4
Communicates biblical truths in a caring manner. Eph. 4:29-31
Friendly. John 13:34-35
Brings shalom (peace) with presence. James 3:16-18
Able to be all things to all people yet keeping the Torah. 1 Cor. 9:19-23
More concerned with the spiritual welfare of others than politics, news, fringe topics, conspiracy

theories, popularity, money, or other worldly issues. 1 John 4:4-6; 2 Tim. 2:23
Practical. Deut. 4:5-8; Ps. 32:9
Not offensive. Matt. 18:7; 1 Cor. 8:13
Mostly listens, responds appropriately and with kindness. Jam. 1:19; Pr. 2:2, 18:2; Titus 3:2
Does not try to dominate conversations or argue. Pr. 16:32, 29:22; 2 Tim. 2:23-24
Corrects others in private showing extreme care and humility. Acts 18:26; Eph. 4:2; Gal. 6:1;

Col. 3:12; 2 Tim. 2:25
Able to overlook small issues. Prov. 19:11; 2 Tim. 2:23
Also, see qualifications below.

The Head Rabbi will be responsible to make all the day to day decisions of the congregation. The Head
rabbi should ask for advice and ask for a vote on any major decisions. He may communicate by phone to
tally votes if another trustee is present to hold him accountable.

Talmid – a talmid is a disciple of Yeshua (Jesus) who is a faithful and dedicated believer and wishes to
serve in the body of believers of the congregation in varying capacities or in particular ways.

Trustees – Should either be a rabbi, a deacon, or other mature messianic believer who helps make
decisions for the congregation.

All leaders and trustees should fulfil the following qualifications.

Both men and women can qualify for any of these positions. The Head Rabbi should be a man.
Shaul says that the head of the family should be the man (1 Corinthians 11:3). He should take on
the spiritual responsibility to lead his house responsibly and lead his family spiritually.

Therefore, whenever possible it is best to have a man lead the congregation as Head Rabbi. It was
the model in Yeshua's time and should be considered the best model in our time. All of Yeshua's
rabbis were men (His chosen 12). Men and women are created different and for that reason, we
should understand men and women have different abilities they are best suited for. Sometimes
though the best person to assume a spiritual position is a woman. For example, Phoebe was the
head rabbi at Cenchrea.



Qualifications:
* Leaders should be firmly committed to Messianic Judaism. Luke 24:25-27
* They can be either male or female. Shaul (Paul) gives credit to woman leadership in Romans 16.
* The leaders should be chosen and have the wisdom to act in the capacity they are chosen for
(Acts 6:3),
* They should be part of the congregation for at least one year. Pr. 16:18;1 Tim. 3:6
* Persons involved with leadership are engaged in spiritual service. They should be willing to
serve and be engaged in the service. Acts 2:4, 6:2-3, Eph. 5:18.
* Leaders should support one another with the decisions that are made, by giving their input,
offering good advice, and being encouraging in all matters, especially regarding spiritual things.
* Leaders should try to make wise decisions.
* Leaders should be open to others ideas and be good listeners; they should humbly accept the
decisions being made. 2 Tim. 2:23-25; 1 Peter 5:6-7
* Leaders should demonstrate the fruits of the Holy Spirit, "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, self control. Nothing in the Torah
stands against such things;" Galatians 5:22-23 CJB.
* Shaul (Paul) also says in Galatians we should put away our old passions and desires. The Holy
Spirit has given us a new life. We should allow the Holy Spirit to help us to and to lead us during
the day. We shouldn't think too much of ourselves (as in being conceited), don't irritate others, and
don't envy others. Galatians 5:24-26.

* Shaul (Paul) communicates some leadership standards in 2 Timothy 2:22-26:
* Don't have lust, have a pure heart, do what is right, be faithful, be loving, and have peace. 2:22
* Don't get into controversial discussions other things. Especially, do not argue with others; try to
lead others humbly and in a sensitive way with biblical truth. 2:23
* Don't fight over matters; instead be kind, teach well, and don't react to being treated wrong. 2:24
* Be gentle when correcting others; help them to turn from sin and know the truth. 2:25
* Understand that people are trapped by wrong thinking from the world and the devil. They are
captive in these things and need to be set free. 2:26

* Shaul communicates more standards for leadership in 1 Timothy 3:8-12:
* They should have good character, be honest and open, and be trusted. 3:8
* They should not engage in the abuse of alcohol or drugs. 3:8
* They should not engage in any dishonest activities. 3:8
* They should understand the messianic truths of the Bible and have a good conscience. 3:9
* They should not be accused of sinful behaviors and should be appointed. 3:10
* Spouses of leaders should also have good character, not talk about peoples' personal matters,
should not abuse alcohol or drugs, and be faithful messianic believers. 3:11
* Leaders should be faithful to their spouse. They are to be married to one person. They should be
leading their household to do what is right. 3:12
* Those who serve well demonstrate their dedication; that they love God deeply, and have
boldness and trust through the work of the Holy Spirit and the Messiah Yeshua. 3:13

* Kefa (Peter) has some instructions for leaders in 1 Peter 5:1-4:
* Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah was an example for us; He gave himself and was a servant to us. We
will be fellow heirs of future glory. 5:1
* Look out for God's people willingly and not just for worldly reward. 5:2
* Don't act as masters (or bosses) over others whom God has entrusted to us; be an example so
they know how to live right. 5:3



* When our Lord and Messiah comes, we will receive a crown of glory for our efforts that will not
tarnish like earthly things do. 5:4


