
#48 Shoftim – Deuteronomy 16:18 to 21:9    By Moshe Schwab    

While Praying: 

* Seek what is heavenly. The gate is narrow. Man has a different way of judging. 

* refocus your energy and life on God. What does your life look like? Is it cold towards God? 

* Be faithful, don’t have a divided heart. 

* Even hard hearts can be changed with the light of God. 

        

Shotfim means, “judges.” The Torah portion begins with Moshe (Moses) telling Israel they were to 

appoint judges in their cities who did not distort justice or take bribes. They were not to plant a sacred tree 

or set up a stone; idol worshippers were to be stoned, but there had to be two or three witnesses. Difficult 

cases were to be decided by the Cohanim (priests). If they want a king, God must choose him; he cannot 

be a foreigner; he cannot have many wives and excessive riches. He is to write a copy of the Torah, keep 

a copy of the Torah, and read it every day. He is not to think himself better than others. They were to 

support the Cohanim. They were not to learn the religious practices of the Canaanites. No one was to be a 

"diviner, a soothsayer, an enchanter, a sorcerer, a spell-caster, a consulter of ghosts or spirits, or a 

necromancer." Deut. 18:10-11. 

 

God will raise up a prophet like Moshe. They were to listen to him and whoever doesn't will have to give 

an account for himself. They were not to listen to false prophets. Those who killed another accidentally 

could flee to a city of refuge so their case could be heard; they don't deserve the death penalty. A person 

who doesn't kill someone accidentally is to be put to death. They were to keep honest boundaries and a 

false witness was to be punished.  

 

They were not to be afraid of enemy forces because God would fight for them. Under certain conditions a 

man was to not serve in the army. They could take spoil from their enemies and they were to completely 

destroy their enemies; they were not to destroy food bearing trees. The leaders of the nearest town were to 

do a ritual over an unsolved murder and ask for forgiveness so that innocent blood would not be shed. 

 

This portion talks about judges making fair decisions. Our legal system which is predicated on making 

fair decisions, comes from the Jews. In this portion we learn that leaders have the ability to accumulate 

wealth because of their position. The Bible says they are not to accumulate excessive wealth.  Anything 

associated with spiritualism and the occult is wrong. Also, in this portion, it says that God will raise up a 

prophet like Moshe. We can see many similarities between Moshe and Yeshua (Jesus).  

 

What kind of similarities do you see? 

Yeshua and Moshe came to save Israel. 

They both had to flee for their safety.  

Both spoke to God and God spoke to them. 

They were both teachers.  

Moshe set Israel free from Egypt and Yeshua set believers free from sin. 

They both honored God's name; Exodus 3:15; John 17:6 

They both served God. 

Moshe led God's people and Yeshua leads us as our "Shepherd." John 10:11 

Moshe offered his life for the people and Yeshua gave his life for our sins.  

Israel received the Torah from Moshe and from Yeshua (Yeshua is God). 

Moshe's face shined from the presence of God and Yeshua shined as the presence of God when He was 

transfigured.  

Moshe lifted up the serpent for the healing of the people and Yeshua was lifted up and gave Himself for 

our healing.  

Both were appointed by God as saviors.  
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Moshe gave the people manna and Yeshua created food for thousands.  

Moshe gave the Torah on Shavuot (Pentecost) and Yeshua gave the Holy Spirit on Shavuot.  

 

The Haftarah is Isaiah 51:12 to 52:12; the Messianic portion should go to Isaiah 53:12. The Haftarah 

portion asks the question why are they afraid of man. God says awake for He is your God, be strong, the 

uncircumcised and unclean will not enter any more. Shake the dust off your feet (leave unbelief behind) 

and loosen your chains (be set free). Israel will be redeemed again and they will know His name and that 

He speaks, "Here I am." Beautiful are the feet that bring good news, proclaiming shalom, bringing good 

news and announcing salvation (Yeshua is the Hebrew word for salvation). God will bare His arm and all 

the earth will see salvation (Yeshua). They literally saw Yeshua, didn't they. 

 

The Jews stopped reading Isaiah 53. The Messianic portion should continue to Isaiah 53:12. It goes on to 

say that God's servant will succeed and be honored. People will be appalled at Him; He will be 

disfigured. Who will believe; the arm of the Lord has been revealed? People despised Him and did not 

value Him. He bore our pains and we thought He was being punished. He was stricken and wounded for 

our sins; by His bruises we are healed. We are like sheep that have gone astray yet God laid our guilt on 

Him. He was like a lamb being slaughtered, silent. He was arrested, sentenced, and died for the sins of 

our people. God will accomplish His desire through Him and make many righteous. 

 

This is obviously talking about Yeshua the Messiah and not Israel as some say. Unbelieving Jews are not 

trying to make many live right (be righteous). Yeshua (Jesus) though has reached the entire world. He is 

truly the Messiah.  

 

In this portion we clearly see Yeshua. He is the one that came and said, “I am” (“here I am”); He is the 

one bringing good news; He is our God and King; and He is the one that brought the earth salvation – He 

is Yeshua (which means salvation). The text says "He" over and over. It is talking about a man, the 

descendent of David who is God (Jeremiah 23:5-6). Yeshua prays to be glorified with the glory He had 

before He came. He didn't become God; He came as God to help us. Yeshua says in John 17:5 NKJV, 

"And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the 

world was." 

 

In Isaiah 52:6-10 CJB it says: 

Therefore my people will know my name; therefore on that day they will know that I, the one 

speaking - here I am! "How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 

proclaiming shalom, bringing good news of good things, announcing salvation and saying to 

Tziyon," Your God is King! " Listen! Your watchmen are raising their voices, shouting for joy 

together. For they will see, before their own eyes, ADONAI returning to Tziyon. Break out into joy! 

Sing together, you ruins of Yerushalayim! For ADONAI has comforted his people, he has redeemed 

Yerushalayim! ADONAI has bared his holy arm in the sight of every nation, and all the ends of the 

earth will see the salvation of our God. 

 

The "I am" statements of Yeshua are a good fit for the Brit Chadashah for today. In Isaiah 52:6, 7, 10 

CJB, Yeshua says, "Here I am!" … "your God is King!" …"All the ends of the earth will see" 

Yeshua (salvation). Could it be any plainer! 

 

Yeshua said (from the NKJV),  

"I am the bread of life" (John 6:35,48,51). 

"I am the light of the world" (John 8:12). 

"I am the door of the sheep"(John 10:7,9). 
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"I am the good shepherd" (John 10:11,14). 

"I am the resurrection, and the life" (John 11:25). 

"I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). 

"I am the true vine" (John 15:1,5). 

 

In Deut. 18:19, Moshe said that those who don’t listen to the prophet like him would have to give an 

account. Yeshua said, "I AM the Way - and the Truth and the Life; no one comes to the Father except 

through me.” John 14:6 CJB. 

 

We need to seek what is heavenly. The gate is narrow. Yeshua tells us to enter the narrow gate. What is 

this narrow gate? 

Yeshua says in Matthew 7:12-16 NKJV: 

"Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 

Prophets. Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to 

destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way 

which leads to life, and there are few who find it. Beware of false prophets, who come to you in 

sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits." 

 

The law and the prophets is the Tanakh, the Old Testament portion; that is the context and that is the 

narrow gate. The broad gate is not keeping the Old Testament commandments. We will know if people 

are trying to keep God's commandments, by their fruit. If people are not teaching and trying to do what 

God commanded, they are going through the wide gate that leads to destruction. Kefa (Peter) said that 

some twist Shaul's (Paul) words to their destruction. "People twist to their own destruction, as they do 

also the rest of the Scriptures;" 2 Peter 3:16 NKJV. He also said that those who don't do what is right: 

"For whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever;" 2 Peter 2:17 NKJV. 

 

Man has a different way of judging. Some say that the creator doesn't know what's best for us. Others say 

we won't have to give an account for what we do. Some say the way to eternal life is broad; they say as 

long as I am a good person, that's what counts. They make up their own rules and play God. Yeshua said 

the gate is narrow; it's not our rules that count. Hitler made up his own rules and caused the deaths of 

millions. That's the fruit of the broad gate.  

 

Refocus your energy and life on God. What does your life look like? Is it cold towards God? Are we 

trying to follow God the best we can? We are not perfect. That's why Yochanan (John) says we all sin (1 

John 1:10). Shaul says we all have sinned and fall short of God's glory (Romans 3:23). Confess your sins 

and refocus your life on God. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness;" 1 John 1:9 NKJV.  

 

Start keeping God's commandments. Take time to fellowship and be encouraged. Do things regularly that 

reflect God's mercy, love, and goodness towards others. Turn your life around and be faithful to God. 

Don't have a divided heart. Yeshua expects us to be zealous for the things of God and not cold towards 

God. 

Revelation 3:15-21 NKJV: 

"I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So 

then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 

Because you say, "I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' — and do not know 

that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked — I counsel you to buy from Me gold 

refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the 

shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may 
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see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the 

door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with 

him, and he with Me. To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

 

Some say that what we do doesn't matter, but that is not what we see here. We need to understand our 

need for God and be willing to accept the truth and grow up spiritually. It is better to be rich spiritually 

than blind to the things of God. Yeshua says to be zealous and change. Decide that you will overcome any 

wrong direction your heart might take.  

 

Even hard hearts can be changed with the light of God. Hebrews 7:25 NKJV says, "Therefore He is also 

able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make 

intercession for them." The word for save is the word to be rescued in the Tanakh (Old Testament 

portion). Romans 10:13 quotes Joel 2:32 NKJV, "And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved." The word for saved is the Hebrew root malat (y'malait – you will 

escape)1 which means to escape or deliver. 

 

We will escape the traps of the devil (2 Timothy 2:26); people's lives will turn around though Yeshua, 

"To open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that 

they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me;" 

Acts 26:18 NKJV. We are able to escape darkness Shaul says, "You were once darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and 

truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 

darkness;" Ephesians 5:8-11 NKJV. We escape so that we can be God's children of light who don't follow 

the unfruitful works of darkness.  

 

Some people think that they are saved without any actions of their own, but the Bible does not say that 

and saved does not mean that. It means that we can escape sin to serve God. Praise God, the Messiah has 

given us the chance to escape. He is over all and though Him we can live a fruitful life that ends in eternal 

life for those who are faithful. Hebrews 10:36 says, "For you have need of endurance, so that after you 

have done the will of God, you may receive the promise." 

 

 

 
1 h4422.  ָמַלט mâlaṭ; a primitive root; properly, to be smooth, i. e. (by implication) to escape - Strong's Enhanced Dictionary. It 

is translated most often to escape or deliver. We have been delivered from darkness by the Messiah Yeshua so we can live right 

(be righteous). 


