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While Praying: 

God is present and He holds us up. 

People need God, but sometimes want to hold onto things that are ungodly. 

Be faithful to God; unbelief is sometimes only a step away.  

Man enslaves themselves by sinful desires and bring circumstances and burdens on life; we are not to go  

along with the crowd and follow the easy road.  

 

In this portion, Ya'akov dies at the age of 147. Before he dies, he talks about God appearing to him at Bethel 

and promising him and his descendants the land of Canaan. He gives a word of prophecy to each of his sons. 

It must have been hard for some of them to hear some of the harsh words he gave. They go to Canaan to bury 

Ya'akov in the cave of Machpelah which Abraham purchased in Hebron just south of Jerusalem. Also, 

Joseph dies at the age of 110 and asks to be buried in there. This is the last portion in Genesis.  

 

In Genesis we have seen man fall from relationship with God in the garden and man became very wicked. 

Noah, a man who did what was right (righteous), saved mankind from doom. Abraham becomes the father of 

true believers and those that do what is right and God tells him the world would be blessed through him; 

Isaac and Jacob carry on the believing line and each encounter God, just as other believers did. Ya'akov's 

brother Esau is probably worldly because he has two wives that were idol worshipers (Hittites). Joseph 

suffered greatly because of the jealousy of his brothers, but he is faithful to God and God lifts him up; he 

ends up saving his family, Egypt, and many more that came to get food in Egypt. In Genesis we see God 

saving mankind through those who are faithful to God. 

 

Perhaps one of the things we learn in Genesis is that God will bless and keep those who follow him and bring 

blessings to others as well. The all-powerful God is a true father to all His people just as he was a father to 

Israel. "For I, ADONAI, your God, say to you, as I hold your right hand, 'Have no fear; I will help you.'" 

Isaiah 41:13 CJB. As the Torah closes, Moshe (Moses) receives a song from God and which says that God is 

Israel's father. God's people were to learn this song by heart so they would always seek God. Here is the first 

part of the song: 

Deuteronomy 32:1-6 CJB 

"'Hear, oh heavens, as I speak! Listen, earth, to the words from my mouth! May my teaching fall like 

rain. May my speech condense like dew, like light rain on blades of grass, or showers on growing 

plants.'" For I will proclaim the name of ADONAI. Come, declare the greatness of our God! The 

Rock! His work is perfect, for all his ways are just. A trustworthy God who does no wrong, he is 

righteous and straight. "He is not corrupt; the defect is in his children, a crooked and perverted 

generation. You foolish people, so lacking in wisdom, is this how you repay ADONAI? He is your 

father, who made you his! It was he who formed and prepared you! 

 

It says that God is their Father1 who has formed them (if we will allow Him to). Messianic believers 

understand that God is father to those who listen to God and obey Him. We are children of God because we 

behave like we are God's children and are therefore part of the family. It says in Deuteronomy we are to 

grow through His teachings in the Torah. It says to allow God's teachings in the Torah to fall like rain on 

"growing plants." Through God's word and by God's power He holds us up. The Torah contains good laws 

and advice. "When they hear of all these laws, they will say, 'This great nation is surely a wise and 

                                                 
1 Jeremiah writes, "I thought that I would like to put you among the sons [with inheritance rights] and give you a pleasant land, the 

best heritage of all the nations. I thought that you would call me 'My father' and never stop following me;" Jeremiah 3:19 CJB. 

Shaul (Paul) says were received the Holy Spirit and can God Father. "For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to bring you back 

again into fear; on the contrary, you received the Spirit, who makes us sons and by whose power we cry out, "Abba!" (that is, 

"Dear Father!");" Romans 8:15 CJB. God wants to be a Father to us; we call Him Father because we are His good children and 

obey His commandments. In modern times, Jews say that calling God Father is a Christian invention, but that is not true.  
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understanding people;'" Deuteronomy 4:6 CJB. The Torah makes us "a wise and understanding people. The 

world is supposed to see we are wise; they will see that only if we live like the Father God tells us.  

 

Contrary to what some Christians say, the commandments of the Torah make us a wise and understanding 

people. Some say that that the Torah has been done away with, but that cannot be true. Shaul (Paul) uses the 

Torah for the basis of his letters. For example, he quotes the Torah (Deuteronomy 25:4) to say spiritual 

leaders should be supported, "For in the Torah of Moshe it is written, 'You are not to put a muzzle on an ox 

when it is treading out the grain;'" 1 Corinthians 9:9 CJB. When we become familiar with the Torah, we 

come realize that the basis for the New Testament portion is the Old Testament portion.  

 

The song said, "The defect is in his children, a crooked and perverted generation. You foolish people, so 

lacking in wisdom;" Deuteronomy 32:5-6 CJB. It's true, isn't it; just like the song, God's people often only 

live part of how God wants us to live. Instead of holding onto God, they often hold onto wrong ways of 

living. Perhaps some of those things were passed on by their earthly family or through people they know. We 

need to hold onto what the Creator God tells us to hold onto and be God's true children.  

 

We see man departing from God's truths after the fall. We see Abraham standing in faith for the true God 

and Ya'akov (Jacob) relying on God in his dealings with ungodly Laban. Is it any different for us? Don't we 

need to take a stand and rely on God. Departing from our faith begins with allowing sin into our lives and 

distancing ourselves from God. If we allow one thing, how much more will we allow? We should always try 

to do the best we can.  

 

I've seen it over and over. Some of my friends have become worldly and have no time for God. Some have 

divorced over small things or for purely shellfish reasons. Some haven't taken God seriously and have slowly 

became completely uninvolved spiritually and with the believing community. They live like unbelievers; no 

one would know they were believers in God. They may even say they still believe in God, but how are they 

showing it? Even those who show up for their one hour a week sometimes live like unbelievers. Just like 

from the time of creation, it seems mankind has the propensity to leave reality and the true God and make up 

their own reality.  

 

Think of ways to remain faithful. 

- Learn God's commandments and live by them. 

- Learn the basic principles of our faith and live by them.  

- Stay connected with other believers.  

- Always be growing spiritually.  

- Pray every day, study frequently, and engage with God's commandments every day.  

 

God will also help us to live right. Believe it and act on it. You resist doing what is wrong. You do it. Don't 

say to yourself that you had to sin or that you are going to sin just this once. 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 CJB 

says, "Therefore, let anyone who thinks he is standing up be careful not to fall! No temptation has seized you 

beyond what people normally experience, and God can be trusted not to allow you to be tempted beyond 

what you can bear. On the contrary, along with the temptation he will also provide the way out, so that you 

will be able to endure." 

 

Be a faithful believer and do what is right and teach others to do what is right. "And the things you heard 

from me, which were supported by many witnesses, these things commit to faithful people, such as will be 

competent to teach others also;" 2 Timothy 2:2 CJB. How will we walk? Will walk in the name of YeHoVah 
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(YeHoVah is God's true name – see note)?2 "For all the peoples will walk, each in the name of its god; but 

we will walk in the name of ADONAI our God forever and ever. Malachi 4:5 CJB (the manuscript reads 

YeHoVah). The name for walking or going in Hebrew is halakhah. We are on a spiritual journey everywhere 

we go. We could think of it as a pilgrimage that ends in heaven. Jacob told Pharaoh about his pilgrimage 

(Genesis 47:9). He was telling him about his relationship with God, how he encountered God, and how he 

followed God; his halakhah. Halakhah is the way we live, our walk.   

 

Can you imagine walking with God for hundreds of years? That's what Enoch did and I sometimes think of 

that. No matter what, I want to walk with God. "So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty- five 

years. And Enoch walked with God;" Genesis 5:23-24 NKJV. Shaul (Paul) said, "I … beseech you to walk 

worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 

bearing with one another in love," Ephesians 4:1-2 NKJV. As believers in the Messiah, we live out a 

spiritual walk with humility, gentleness, and patience; we live out our walk with love toward our families, 

other believers, and also those we come in contact with.  

 

There are consequences to sin and sin enslaves us to bad behaviors. "However, now, freed from sin and 

enslaved to God, you do get the benefit - it consists in being made holy, set apart for God, and its end result 

is eternal life. For what one earns from sin is death; but eternal life is what one receives as a free gift from 

God, in union with the Messiah Yeshua, our Lord;" Romans 6:22-23 CJB. Through God we can be made 

free from the slavery of sin and instead live set apart holy for God. In contrast to being a slave to bad 

behaviors, through God we can have, "Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, 

self control;" Galatians 5:22-23 CJB. Wouldn't you want to have love, joy, and peace instead of sin which 

produces death? What a difference! Your choice – what will you choose?  

 

Whatever you practice or allow, you become a slave to it. Do you want to be a slave for destruction or a 

slave to produce what is good? I want to be a person who brings good wherever I go. Abraham was a man of 

faith. What do you believe in? Do you believe in doing what is right and good? It may not always be an easy 

thing to do, but it is the best way to live. 

 

Yeshua (Jesus) said that we need to be different than the rest of the world. Those that don't follow God do 

whatever they want and spread their destruction in their wake (behind them). Yeshua said, "Go in through 

the narrow gate; for the gate that leads to destruction is wide and the road broad, and many travel it; but it is 

a narrow gate and a hard road that leads to life, and only a few find it;" Matthew 7:13-14 CJB. A true and 

good life comes from following God. God's ways protect us; they are a light for life. "Your word is a lamp 

for my foot and light on my path;" Psalm 119:105 CJB. Don't go by your own rules, but go by the rules of a 

loving and good God and creator who knows what is best for us. "Trust in ADONAI with all your heart; do 

not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him; then he will level your paths;" 

Proverbs 3:5-6 CJB. 

 

Discus why God's way is the best way to live. Use examples from your own life or from Genesis. 

- I was kind to man who was being nasty and struggling and I think it helped him.  

- Joseph remained faithful and it blessed untold thousands, the whole country of Egypt, and his own family. 

- God told Abraham he would bring blessings to the world through his faithfulness. Do we believe we can  

have a positive impact on the world. Are we willing to give in or are we going to stand? 

                                                 
2 The pointing for the name for God has been found in over 1,000 manuscripts and 26 ancient Rabbis attest to that pronunciation. 

It's not true we don't know how to say the true name of God. I'm not in favor of using God's name a lot because we could then start 

using God's name inappropriately. If we have respect for someone, we address them correctly, not with some vague title like some 

do. 


