
#29 Acharei Mot Leviticus16:1-18:30    By Moshe Schwab   

While Praying: 

* Focus on God, rely on Him, and be resilient. 

* Don’t try to be innovative with God; remain consistent and leave energy for spiritual things. 

* Be willing to spend time considering the things of God. It will give you peace that the world cannot 

offer. 

* Apply and Enjoy God’s peace and blessings. 

 

Acharei Mot  means “after the death.” Moshe is to tell Aharon after the death of his two 

sons that they are not to come just anytime into the holiest place behind the curtain. His 

two sons had behaved inappropriately.  

 

This should be a sign to us not to treat with insignificance what we have received through 

the Messiah Yeshua. It says in Hebrews 10:26-27, 31 CJB, "For if we deliberately 

continue to sin after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 

sacrifice for sins, but only the terrifying prospect of Judgment, of raging fire that will 

consume the enemies…. It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God!" 

God will forgive us if we repent and ask for forgiveness (1 John 1:9). There is no time like 

the present to make a commitment to fully follow God.  

 

This portion then describes what the high priest must do, sacrifice, and wear. No one is to 

be in the tent of meeting while he makes atonement for himself, his family, and all Israel. 

He is to lay hands on a goat confess the sins of Israel, and send it into the desert. The 

crimson piece of cord cut from the cord of the scape goat and fastened to the Temple no 

longer miraculously became white after the death and resurrection of Yeshua the Jewish 

tractate Yoma says.1 Also, they cast a lot for the goats and it only came up in the left hand 

after Yeshua's death and resurrection. The Temple was then destroyed in 70 AD.   

 

Then it says the priest is to go back into the tent of meeting and make a sacrifice for the 

sins of the people. They are to take the bull and goat ashes and what remains outside the 

camp and finish burning it up.  

 

This is to be done every year on the tenth day of the seventh month (Yom Kippur – the 

Day of Atonement), and they were also to fast that day and it is to be a day of rest. The 

people were to only bring their sacrifices to the Cohanim (Priests). They were to no longer 

sacrifices to demons; those who do this or drink blood will be cut off from the community. 

They were to make their sacrifices where God told them to and not in the fields where the 

pagans sacrificed to their gods.  

 

The Holy of Holies is a picture of the presence of God on earth, just as Yeshua was the 

presence of God on earth (John 1:14-15, 17:4). The High Priest making a sacrifice for the 

sins of the people prefigured our High Priest Yeshua sacrificing Himself for mankind 

                                                 
1 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/tractate-yoma-chapter-4 
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through His blood. Leviticus 17:11 CJB says, "For the life of a creature is in the blood, and 

I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for yourselves; for it is the blood that 

makes atonement because of the life." Yeshua (Jesus) is the blood atonement for our sins 

and the sins of the world (1 John 2:2).  

 

It also says that anyone who eats an animal that has died naturally must wash himself and 

his clothes. They were not to do what the Egyptians did or what the Canaanites did, but 

they were to do according to God's laws; a person will have life through God's 

commandments.  

 

No one is to have sexual relations with any of their family or close relatives or neighbor. 

The laws about sexual sin are spelled out in this portion.  They were not to offer up their 

children to a pagan god. Homosexuality is wrong and having sex with an animal is wrong. 

The people of the land that God is expelling (the Canaanites) did these disgusting things 

and that is why God is giving Israel the land. If Israel does these disgusting things, the land 

will vomit them out too. They were not to follow any of these abominable customs it says. 

 

In this portion Moshe (Moses) gives God's instructions to Aharon about how He is conduct 

himself in the Mishkan (Tabernacle, the tent of meeting) and more specifically what to do 

at the time of Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement). We should always remember to come 

before God with respect and awe. Israel was not to do the despicable things that the 

Egyptians and Canaanites did. It was the reason that God was expelling the Canaanites 

from the land. The Haftarah is Ezekiel 22:1-19 and it says the purpose of the dispersion of 

the Jews was to consume uncleanness, get rid of sin (Ezekiel 22:13-16). They were to 

humble themselves and return to God.  

 

We should also remember that not keeping God’s laws can incur grievous circumstances. 

This portion says that the land will “vomit” out Israel if they end up doing these disgusting 

things. These things are not only despicable to God, but it is contrary to nature itself (the 

land will vomit them out). God tells us about improper sexual practice in Leviticus 18 of 

this portion.  

 

Focus on God, rely on Him, and be resilient. Aaron had reason to give up after the 

unfortunate death of his two sons, but he pressed on. We also need to press on no matter 

what. Our society at present seems to be focusing on things, but not God. Some people 

think the Bible is an old and out of date book, but this portion makes an interesting point. 

Homosexuality and sexual practice that is contrary to what God says is contrary to nature 

and will bring calamity on a land regardless of how God views it. Just like the terrible 

deaths occurred to Aaron's sons for doing what is wrong, disaster will eventually catch up 

to countries that do wrong.  
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We should rely on God and what He says and do our part to bring good into the land and 

into our lives. I was thinking earlier about how we should not only trust in what God tells 

us to do, but in His power. I can attest to God working things out for me when I trusted in 

Him for finances, for happiness, and so much more in life. This is an amazing scripture 

and possibly this is meaningful to you. "For even if the fig tree doesn't blossom, and no 

fruit is on the vines, even if the olive tree fails to produce, and the fields yield no food at 

all, even if the sheep vanish from the sheep pen, and there are no cows in the stalls; still, I 

will rejoice in ADONAI, I will take joy in the God of my salvation. Habakkuk 3:17-18 

CJB. 

 

Life can be difficult times and you if you haven't experienced troubles you will at some 

time in your life. In all the good that comes from God, we need to be resilient in times of 

testing. Testing can come in many forms. It can be a spiritual test or in some part of our 

life. It can be a mental test. Everything may be going great, but there may be something we 

are struggling with. Shaul said, "Always be joyful. Pray regularly. In everything give 

thanks, for this is what God wants from you who are united with the Messiah Yeshua." 1 

Thessalonians 6:16-18 CJB 

 

I had a friend of mine who was a wealthy accomplished family man who confessed to me 

he felt like he wasn't doing as much as he could do and was unhappy. We need to get those 

thoughts out of our head. It was clearly a spiritual attack. 

 

I think sometimes we try to do too much. Don’t try to be innovative with God; remain 

consistent and make sure you leave energy for spiritual things in your life. Instead of 

trying to think of all you can do, just try to do something well. I wish I had time to do so 

many things, but I just can't put myself in that position or I would personally and 

spiritually run out of energy. Psalm 73:26 CJB says, "My mind and body may fail; but 

God is the rock for my mind and my portion forever."  

 

Keep doing what you know you should be doing; sometimes you can fit other projects in, 

but don't overdo it. Make sure you have the energy to do what you should be doing. "For 

everything there is a season, a right time for every intention under heaven;" Ecclesiastes 

3:1. Psalm 143:8 CJB says, "Make me hear of your love in the morning, because I rely on 

you. Make me know the way I should walk, because I entrust myself to you." 

 

What is most important in life? We need to cast off the thoughts that send us in the wrong 

direction and keep our thoughts in order. Be willing to spend time considering the things 

of God. It will give you peace that the world cannot offer. 

 

Our minds can spin out of control on so many issues. There is politics, money, having a 

sense of worth, feeling loved, and being a genuine and caring person. Apply and enjoy 

God’s peace and blessings to your life. There is an expression, "Take time to smell the 
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coffee," or the roses …. It means we need to enjoy the moment; especially enjoy your 

fellowship with God. 

 

Because God is in our life, we can enjoy any moment. I remember someone once telling 

me that even in difficult situations (He was talking about being around evil people.), God 

was there with him. That can be a stretch at times, but it is true. God said, "Haven't I 

ordered you, 'Be strong, be bold'? So don't be afraid or downhearted, because ADONAI 

your God is with you wherever you go;" Joshua 1:9 CJB. Yeshua said in Matthew 28:20 

CJB, "Teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember! I 

will be with you always, yes, even until the end of the age." That is great news! 
 


