
#34 Bamidbar Numbers 1:1-4:20      By Moshe Schwab  
While praying: 
* Hold God in your heart and let Him comfort you. 
* Let God take shape in all that you do.  
* Enjoy your life in God; find things that you can do that you will enjoy. 
* Allow God to work in what you do. Pray for His power to be released. 
* Live a consistent life by the power of God.  
 
          
Bamidbar means, “In the wilderness.” On the first day of the second month of the second year, God told 
Moshe to take a census of all the people of Israel and to write down the names of all the men twenty years 
and older for military service. God chooses the heads of the tribes by name that are to help Moshe count 
the census and the total of those counted was 603,550 not including the Levites. From this figure, it is 
deduced that some 2 million left Egypt.  
 
The Levi'im (Levites) are to be in charge of the tabernacle and the camp around it. Israel was to set up 
camp by each tribe's banner around the Mishkan (Tent of Meeting). The decedents of Moshe and Aharon 
are than given. Nadav and Avihu the sons of Aharon died because they offered a sacrifice they weren't 
supposed to. El'azar and Itamar served as Cohanim and the Levi'im were to help out at the Mishkan. The 
first born males of Israelites and animals belong to the Lord. The clans of the Levi'im and their duties are 
then given. Moshe and Aharon and his sons camped to the east of the Mishkan. The Levi'im and their 
animals take the place of the first born of Israel and their animals (redeeming the first born of Israel). 
Extra money is needed to redeem some additional first born of Israel. Then the portion describes how they 
were to wrap the articles of the Mishkan and the decedents of K'hat were to carry them, but not look at 
them or touch them. El'azar is responsible for the items of the Mishkan and each Cohanim is to be 
assigned a task.  
 
This portion begins with God telling Moshe to take a census on the 1st day of the second month of the 
second year since they left Egypt; that would be on the first of Iyyar. It is notable here that God chooses 
the leaders by name. Next God tells them how they are to arrange their camp, the duties of the Levites, 
and numbered Levites to redeem the firstborn of Israel. God is very specific how He wants things done; 
we should remember that. Yeshua said we should be faithful even in the little things (Luke 16:10). 
 
When God chooses leaders by name here it should help us to understand that God knows us and who we 
are; Yeshua tells us in Luke 12:7 that even the hairs on our head a numbered and that God values us. The 
Levites stand in or redeem the firstborn of Israel; it is another shadow picture of Yeshua the Messiah the 
only begotten Son of God standing in for us and redeeming us (John 3:16; Hebrews 9:12).  
 
They had just counted 603,550 men 20 years and older who were available to fight. That's quite an 
amazing army. Perhaps the people had some comfort in their numbers, but God can do more for them than 
their army or for that matter, God can more than all the armies of the world. 1 Chronicles 29:11-12 CJB 
says, "Yours, ADONAI, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory and the majesty; for everything 
in heaven and on earth is yours. The kingdom is yours, ADONAI; and you are exalted as head over all. 
Riches and honor come from you, you rule everything, in your hand is power and strength, you have the 
capacity to make great and to give strength to all." 
 
Notice that it says YeHoVah1 (Adonai) can give us strength. There is so much that can be applied to. One 
way is to hold onto God in your heart and let Him help and comfort you. The first thing that I think of is 

                                                 
1 God said that YeHoVah is His name forever. Exodus 3:15 



some of the things I have gone through. Sometimes we experience stress or pain in ways that overcome 
us.  
 
The truth of the matter is, God tells us to overcome. "You are of God, little children, and have overcome 
them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They are of the world. Therefore 
they speak as of the world, and the world hears them;" 1 John 4:4-5 NKJV. We need to calm down and 
allow the Holy Spirit to speak into our lives and then trust in God. This one time I was filled with fear and 
I quoted this verse out loud and the fear went away miraculously, and my problem went away. Now that's 
God at work. The worldly try to solve things their own way and without God, but we have God to help us. 
I didn't have an army to help me, but God was my strength. 
 
Let God take shape in all that you do. If we allow our mind and only our own strength to accomplish 
things and to delivered us, we lose the opportunity to see God at work. We can have a complete turn of 
events through an almighty and powerful God without doing anything but just by staying faithful and 
trusting in God. What amazing joy that brings when instead of emotional pain, God works to bring relief 
and joy. Those that believe in God have so much to anticipate. "And the Lord, He is the One who goes 
before you. He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed;" 
Deuteronomy 31:8 NKJV. Although this scripture applies to Israel, it can also be applied to believers in 
the Messiah.  
 
It says in Hebrews 13:5-6 CJB, "Keep your lives free from the love of money; and be satisfied with what 
you have; for God himself has said, 'I will never fail you or abandon you.' Therefore, we say with 
confidence, 'ADONAI is my helper; I will not be afraid - what can a human being do to me?'" This New 
Testament portion scripture quotes Deuteronomy 31:8 and Psalm 118:6. They saw themselves as 
followers of the Torah and not some made-up New Testament religion. 
 
God is for His people and always has been for His people. Some people say that the New Testament 
portion has no part in the Old Testament portion. If that is true, we would have to throw out the New 
Testament portion because the New Testament quotes the Old Testament portion frequently. The New 
Testament is based on the Old Testament portion of the Bible. There was no New Testament at the time of 
the early believers in the Messiah. They completely relied on the Old Testament portion.  
 
We have so much to be thankful for. God can do what no man can do. Yeshua (Jesus) said in Luke 18:27 
CJB, "What is impossible humanly is possible with God." It says in Psalm 118:6 CJB, "With ADONAI on 
my side, I fear nothing - what can human beings do to me? We need to be more at peace in our lives even 
when things get hard.  
 
Enjoy your life with God; find things that you can do that you will enjoy. "What the righteous hope for 
will end in joy; what the wicked expect will come to nothing;" Proverbs 10:28 CJB. We should expect a 
life filled with joy so decide you are going to pursue God's purposes, enjoy how God is using you, and 
enjoy what God has given you. "May God, the source of hope, fill you completely with joy and shalom as 
you continue trusting, so that by the power of the Ruach HaKodesh you may overflow with hope;" 
Romans 15:13 CJB. Trust God, relax, and be at peace. Stop resisting the peace and joy of the Holy Spirit. 
We need to trust in God more.  
 
What are some of God's purposes for you? 
Know God. 
Be a blessing at work and with our family. 
Fellowship with God. 
Be who we are supposed to be. 



Fulfill God's purposes for us both in the short term and long term. 
 
Allow God to work in what you do. Pray for His power to be released. The prayer Yeshua gave us is a 
powerful prayer. Matthew 6:10 CJB, "May your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven." In heaven, everything is perfect; on earth, it is not so perfect. Why not pray that prayer and ask 
God to bring His kingdom. I used to visit congregations and pray for people. Beforehand, I would pray 
that prayer. We can't do anything, but God is powerful.  
 
This one time when I was ministering in the jungle; I was praying for a young woman. God was giving 
me visions about what to pray for, but what He was giving was a prayer to bless this woman and keep her. 
It was like I was praying the Aaronic benediction that God tells us to pray in Numbers.  
The Aaronic benediction is in Numbers 6:23-27 NKJV: 

Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, "This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to 
them: 'The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.' So they shall put My name on 
the children of Israel, and I will bless them." 

It's a very simple prayer, but why not expect things to happen. After I got done praying, a translator came 
over and asked her if anything happened. To my surprise she said that she had been having pain in her 
shoulder and shooting pain running down her leg and it was all gone. I had said the Lord bless you and 
keep you and God did the rest! Never underestimate God. 
 
I don't suggest relying on simple prayers like that, but certainly as part of your prayer ask for God's 
kingdom to come if the Holy Spirit is prompting you to do so. Ask God to bless and keep them and give 
them peace. I enjoy praying for people, serving others, being kind, being caring, or showing others I am 
for them with a smile. Just a few weeks ago, I was being kind and caring to a young man I had never met 
before and all of a sudden, he unbuttoned his shirt to show me his Kansas Jayhawks t-shirt. I somehow 
had connected with him and showed him that I cared, so he showed me what he cared about. I was really 
surprised. Loving your neighbor is being kind and caring; I wish I could communicate kindness like that 
to everyone I meet.  
 
Live a consistent life by the power of God. You have to make an effort to make that part of your life. It 
doesn't hurt to offer to pray for someone and if they say no, tell them you will keep them in your prayers. 
Then pray for them, don't forget. It's up to God what He will do with that. God is big enough; He will hear 
you; don't give up; you never know what God will do with your prayers. I've been praying for some 
people for years and years and I wonder if anything is going on. I give it to God and just trust in Him. 
God said to Daniel, "Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and 
to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard;" Daniel 10:12 NKJV. Keep praying, keep 
believing, keep reaching out with God's love.  
 
One time, I was with a friend of mine who wanted to show his friend that God was real. All of a sudden, 
my friend said, in the name of Yeshua (Jesus), the clouds part. I was stunned to think he would pray like 
that; it was partly cloudy with round puffy clouds. I thought to myself; he prayed it, so I will agree with it. 
I looked up and the clouds were parted down the middle of the sky like someone had put a ruler down the 
middle of the sky and drew lines on each side of the ruler.  
 
Another time, I remember this couple telling me how good God was to them. They had prayed for a lamp 
and God gave them just what they were looking for. God chose the leaders in the Sinai desert by name. It 
seems like an extraordinary thing for God to do. God cares about us and knows us. Why can't God 
provide a lamp. God can do what He wants. Be consistent and seek God's working in your life.   
 



Trust in God's power and derive strength from your trust in God. He is greater than anything in the world. 
Allow God to shape us and be part of our lives. He goes before us, will be with us, and will not leave us 
(Deuteronomy 31:8). Be at peace and resist feelings where you feel overcome or afraid. We are 
overcomers through Yeshua our Messiah. God can bring relief and joy. Psalm 30:6 CJB says about God, 
"His favor lasts a lifetime. Tears may linger for the night, but with dawn come cries of joy." Allow God to 
work in what you do. Rely on God frequently; don't forget to pray. Be consistent in your faith and walk, 
and trust in God.  


