
#32 Behar Leviticus 25:1-26:2     By Moshe Schwab    

While Praying: 

* God wants us to live in Him. 

* God should be at the center of our lives; allow Him to help us. 

* Be an example of trust; God can restore us. 

* Stretch yourself from your comfort zone. Show the glory of God. 

          

Behar means, “on the mountain.” This portion begins by saying that every seven years the land was to rest 

and that every fiftieth year was a Yovel year (Jubilee year) and the land was to rest. They were not to take 

advantage of the rules regarding the Yovel year. God would provide for almost 3 years for Israel 

(Leviticus 25:1-20).  

 

If a person had to sell their land, the person or a relative could redeem their land on the Jubilee year. At 

the year of Yovel the land should be returned except in a walled city where it must be redeemed within a 

year. The Levites will always be able to redeem their land. On a Jubilee year, the land is returned, debts 

are released, and slaves are also to be set free. The Yovel year is a picture of Yeshua redeeming us and it 

is also a picture of the final new heaven and earth that is to come where all will be set free and everything 

will be restored to what God originally intended for mankind. The Yovel or Jubilee year is also a picture 

of the return of Yeshua to set up His 1,000-year reign where Yeshua will be our righteous and good King.  

 

To find the next Jubilee year we simply divide the years since Israel first entered the land less 1 by the 

number 50. Miles Jones says Israel left Egypt in 1447 BC.1 So, 1447-40 (years in wilderness) -1 (didn't 

plant the first year) + 2018 = 3424. 3424/50 = 68.48 and then .52x50 = 26 years until the next Jubilee 

which is the year 2,044 (beginning with Rosh Hashanah). Yeshua said we don't know the time of His 

return regardless of what notions we come up with. I say this just in case you think He might return in the 

year 2,094 (70 Jubilees). The Jubilee year is no longer celebrated2 and there are several theories about its 

timing. Yeshua said He could come back at any time. This simple calculation for the Jubilee year is 

probably the best way to figure out when the next one will occur. There are several scholars who say 

Israel left Egypt around 1447 BC. 

 

In the portion, they were also to take no interest from a poor person. They could have slaves from the 

nations, but Israelite slaves were to be set free in the Yovel year or they could be redeemed beforehand; 

they were not to be treated harshly. If they were redeemed it was to be prorated. The Israelites belonged to 

God. They were not to make any idols and they were to keep God's Shabbats.  

 

In Behar it talks about redeeming the land and we see Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) doing this in Jeremiah 32 as 

a sign that Israel will return to ha-aretz, the land of Israel, from captivity. We also have we two prophecies 

of Israel's future return to the land. The first one is in Ezek. 20:33-35. It will culminate in Jerusalem 

(Ezek. 22:17-22). That is where the 3rd Temple will be desecrated that Yeshua talked about (Matt. 24:15). 

This is the present regathering and it is also described in Ezek. 38. The second regathering is for Yeshua's 

1,000-year reign (Isaiah 11:11, 12:2). 

 

In the Brit Chadashah, we see that Yeshua rising from the dead is a sign that we, the believers in Yeshua 

Mashiach, will rise from the dead and that we have been redeemed by God. The portion ends by saying 

                                                 
1 I've also read that Ezekiel 40:1 and 1 Kings 6:1 clearly place the timing of Israel's exit from Egypt around the time of Dr. 

Jones' timing. If the first year of rest was considered a Jubilee year, then the 70th Jubilee would be in 2,044 AD.  
2 We now know that leaving the ground fallow and crop rotation helps produce better crops. There are actually places in the 

world that are unable to grow plants because they have been over farmed. The commandment for leaving the land fallow in this 

way was for Israel and was supposed to be a sign of God's provision to Israel. Leaving the ground fallow for better plant 

growth was given by God to help us with our crops.   
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the Israelites belonged to God. This also applies to believers in Messiah. Rabbi Shaul says that we have 

been bought with a price by the Messiah; we also belong to God. 

 

In order to observe the Yovel year they wouldn't plant for 2 years; that means they would not have crops 

for almost 3 years. That would be a tremendous sign to the people, but they didn't do it. God can provide. 

In 2 Kings 4, a woman pours oil from a flask at the instruction of Elisha the prophet and fills a number of 

containers with oil. It is an amazing miracle. God can do things like that. Perhaps you can think of times 

when it seemed God was working things out for you. 

 

Following God has its advantages. People who rely on only their own efforts often end up with only their 

own efforts. God wants us to live through Him and show others who God is. People miss out on the 

blessings at times because they are trying to do everything on their own. Years ago, I was doing some 

work for a friend of mine at his house. After lunch, I prayed for a job and within minutes, there was a loud 

knock on the front door and somebody I knew said he needed a worker and would I be interested in a job. 

Jobs don't often come knocking on your front door; we have to make the effort to look for a job 

(sometimes a lot of effort), but this time God made it happen. The timing was amazing; it is something 

you don't forget.  

 

God should be at the center of our lives; allow Him to help us. God will reach out to us and help us. The 

psalmist said in Psalm 144:7 CJB, "Reach out your hands from on high; rescue me; save me out of deep 

water, out of the power of strangers." Trust in God and keep praying to Him. Ask God to stretch out His 

hand for you. "'So now, Lord, take note of their threats; and enable your slaves" [doulos – volunteer slave 

for life] "to speak your message with boldness! Stretch out your hand to heal and to do signs and miracles 

through the name of your holy servant Yeshua!' While they were still praying, the place where they were 

gathered was shaken. They were all filled with the Ruach HaKodesh, and they spoke God's message with 

boldness;" Acts 4:29-31 CJB.  

 

Kefa (Peter) and Yochanan (John) had just healed a man that was 40 years old and then they were arrested 

for talking about Yeshua (Jesus). After they were released and instead of running away, they got together 

with other believers and prayed about their circumstances. What an amazing story. They asked God for 

help and after they did, the whole room shook. They probably went around asking people if they felt 

anything and then told them their story. God was encouraging them through this. They prayed for more 

miracles. When's the last time you did that. God wants to help us and encourage us too. Don't be afraid to 

pray.  

 

God will even do little things. My friend said out loud to God he needed 10 cents. At that moment, he 

looked down and there was 10 cents right there on the ground. Some 10 years later, I was standing next to 

my friend on a balcony about 16 feet over the ground and I said to him, "It is a miracle that we are 

standing here today." Just then I dropped my cup of coffee and it landed upright. When I went down to 

get it, the coffee was still in it. What are the chances of that! God wants to put our lives together and keep 

us living for Him; we just need to begin putting Him more at the center of our lives.  

 

Be an example of trust; God can restore us. The psalmist asked for God's help. He might have been 

thinking of how God had helped him in the past or perhaps he thought of when God stretched out His 

hand for Israel when they left Egypt. "But I will reach out my hand and strike Egypt with all my wonders 

that I will do there. After that, he will let you go. Moreover, I will make the Egyptians so well-disposed 

toward this people that when you go, you won't go empty-handed;" Exodus 3:20-21 CJB. Not only did 

God set them free by His out-stretched hand, the Egyptians gave them gifts. How could have they ever 

imagined that! 
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Name some ways that we can trust in God? 

- Trust in God for our spiritual life (We don't need idols, any other religion, or philosophy). 

- Trust in God and fellowship with Him. 

- We are to be a servant for God. The Greek word Shaul (Paul) uses for himself as a servant of God is 

"doulos." It means giving yourself over to be a servant for life and comes from a servant giving himself to 

his master for the rest of their life as described in Exodus 21:6. Being a doulos for the Messiah is part of 

our personal commitment when we decide to follow Yeshua the Messiah.  

- Trust in the Bible as the source of our beliefs. People have philosophies as a source for their beliefs. One 

belief for some governments is that torture is okay to save lives. It is called "cost-based analysis." How far 

can one take this? Does it cost too much to keep the injured, poor, or disabled? Obviously, this an 

ungodly philosophy. Some say we should be allowed to do anything we want. Again, how far can this be 

taken? We then start justifying anything. God promises a better life if we trust in His ways. We don't need 

these ungodly philosophies.  

 

In the New Testament portion, we also see God at work. Shaul was in a shipwreck and God saved 

everyone in the boat he was on (Acts 27:27-44). I was at a leaders meeting in the jungle. Afterward, one 

of the boats carrying leaders decided to stop at a jungle town to see if they needed spiritual help. At just 

that moment, they encountered leaders from three jungle towns who were meeting there together to try to 

figure out what they could do to help their towns spiritually; they hadn't had any meetings for about a 

year.  

 

I can't say stopping there had anything to do with their bravery; they were just willing to do something for 

God. Stretch yourself out from your comfort zone. Show the glory of God. We all have our comfort 

zones. These leaders only had to stop the boat as they were passing by a town. Maybe that's what we need 

to do sometimes. Just take a chance. I guarantee it took some time to stop the boat, anchor, and start 

walking around the town and asking questions. One time an unbelieving friend of mine at work was 

telling me he had just been in the hospital and almost died and he still had some major concerns. I started 

to pray for him and he walked away. Later, I told him I said some prayers for him. He got healed! At first, 

he said, "Thank you for whatever you did, I am healed." Then a couple days later he said, "Thank you for 

praying for me, God healed me." He didn't believe in God and didn't know much about God, but because 

he got healed, he became a believer in Yeshua. 

 

It doesn't always happen like that, but why not try to help people to find God. It may take a little risk, but 

who knows, maybe they will also say, "God healed me." It can take great trust at times to believe in God. 

God told Israel He would supply their need for over 2 years for Yovel (Jubilee) years. We not only need 

to rely on our own efforts, but on God and He can help us. Allow God to be at the center of your life and 

help you. Trust in God and pray to Him. Be an example of trust to others. God can help us. Ask Him to 

stretch out His hand like the psalmist said in Psalm 144:7. Be willing to take risks for God. It may not be 

comfortable to take risks, but at times we will experience the power of God. Our bravery can demonstrate 

the glory of God.  

 

 

 


