
#18 Mishpatim Exodus 21:1 to 24:18     By Moshe Schwab 

 

While Praying: 

We need the basics to help us get through the issues we face daily. 

We need to be aware and act appropriately in the present and prepare for our future as we move forward 

with our faith. 

In the world we only know a little of what’s going on. Be at peace with what you have and stand against 

the darkness that is in the world. 

Enjoy special times, be at rest in hobbies, in your physical endeavors (exercise or enjoyable work) or in 

doing other things you enjoy. 

 

Mishpatim begins with the laws regarding a Hebrew male slave. The slave is to be set free after six years 

and his wife with him unless his wife was given him by his master. The slave may choose to remain under 

his master. A daughter who is sold as a slave if married to her master must be treated well and if not, she 

is to be set free. If married to the master's son, she should be treated as a daughter. If divorced, she cannot 

be sold to a foreigner and she can be redeemed. The person who kills someone is to be put to death unless 

it was an accident. If a person attacks or curses their mother or father,1 or is a kidnapper they are to be put 

to death.  

 

A person who injures someone is to care for them until they are well. A person is to be punished for 

killing his slave. A person is to be fined for the death of an unborn child. Appropriate retribution must be 

made, as an eye for an eye relative to the damage. It never meant to put out someone's eye, if they put out 

your eye. A slave is to be set free for compensation for personal injury from the master. An ox that gored 

someone is to be killed and not eaten, but if has been known to gore, the owner will be put to death too or 

the owner can be redeemed. Retribution should be made for a slave that is gored. A person is to make 

retribution for the loss of another's animal. A person that steals an animal is to make restitution even if 

they recover the animal.  

 

A thief caught in the act at night that is killed is not considered murder. A person is to make restitution for 

another person's loss that they have caused. If a dispute arises over the ownership of an animal they are to 

come before God and the one found not to own the animal will pay double. If something happens to an 

animal that is being cared for by another and it is not stolen then the person who cared for it can swear it 

was not their fault. If it is his fault, he should make restitution unless he had paid a usage fee. A man who 

seduces a virgin must pay retribution - the bride price. He may marry her unless not accepted. A sorceress 

or someone who has sexual relations with an animal, or someone who sacrifices to another God is to be 

put to death. 

 

They are not to abuse or oppress foreigners, widows, or orphans. They were not to charge the poor 

interest. If you take a poor person's clothes as collateral you are to restore it the same day. You are not to 

curse God or your leader. They were not to delay their offerings, their firstborn sons and animals 

belonged to God, and they were not to eat dead animals. Perjury is wrong. They are not to pervert justice, 

they were to return what belongs to others, and to help others regardless of their feelings. Fraud is wrong 

and oppression of the innocent, the righteous, and foreigners is wrong. Bribery is wrong. The seventh year 

the land is to be fallow, they are to keep Shabbat, and they are not to talk about other gods. They are to 

                                                 
1 Something that is worthy of the death penalty like intent to kill or witchcraft. Wishing someone eternal punishment is bad, but 

still only just words – for example the word "fool" or the word "raca;" Yeshua says someone doing that will be judged by God; 

that's what Matthew 5:22 is talking about. Saying someone is a fool or "raca" in Yeshua's time meant saying they are without 

God. 
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keep the three feasts (of Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot). They are to follow the rules for the feasts and not 

bow down to other gods. If they obey God, He will protect and bless Israel.  

 

Moshe then reads the covenant to the people, offers a sacrifice, and sprinkles the people with blood. This 

was the symbolic finalization of the covenant between God and Israel. Likewise, we can also accept the 

Messiah and His blood sacrifice for us and be in messianic covenant with God through the Messiah 

Yeshua.  

 

Moshe and the elders then ascend the mountain and they all see God and they eat before Him; His feet are 

standing on blue sapphire. So, God appears as a man before all the elders of Israel and Moshe. This was a 

covenant meal that they shared together. By eating together in ancient times, the people who ate together 

were said to form a covenant. It is a covenant meal that Yeshua refers to in Revelation 3:20 CJB, "Here, 

I'm standing at the door, knocking. If someone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 

and eat with him, and he will eat with me." Moshe then goes up the mountain for forty days to receive the 

tablets with the commandments from God. Moshe went up the mountain 9 times (once to see the burning 

bush). 

 

We should note that a number of the laws in this portion are not mentioned in the New Testament portion; 

some say they can be implied by spurious statements in the New Testament. Without the Tanakh (the Old 

Testament portion) we do not have a complete understanding of how to live right. For example, bribery 

which is mentioned in this portion, is not mentioned in the New Testament portion. We know that bribery 

subverts justice and is wrong. Without the Tanakh we don’t have the full revelation and instructions for 

life. Also, all the leaders of Israel and Moshe see God standing as they eat on the mountain (Exodus 24:9-

11). There is a short description in Exodus, but a much more detailed description of God as a man in 

Ezekiel 1:25-28 where Ezekiel sees יהוה (verse 28), namely he sees Yehovah. 

 

God has begun giving Israel information on how to live. When I went to the jungle, just some simple 

changes in their lifestyle could have kept them from a lot of sickness and disease. Similarly, God gave 

Israel the spiritual basics to help them through the issues they faced daily and we need God's direction 

too. There is a lot which can go on in a day. Some days are pretty smooth, but on other days we need to be 

able to absorb the pressures and demands of the day. God's commands can help us with all of life.  

 

Some of the concepts from these scriptures should look familiar. A lot of our laws in the United States 

have been made based on these laws. They have worked to keep our country free and help us to live right. 

The Bible says that God's laws are filled with wisdom. Deuteronomy 4:6 CJB says, "Therefore, observe 

them; and follow them; for then all peoples will see you as having wisdom and understanding. When they 

hear of all these laws, they will say, 'This great nation is surely a wise and understanding people." Of 

note, the people said they would follow God before God started giving them the commandments.  

 

We see laws concerning time for repayment, giving over of rights, proper treatment, restitution, 

dereliction of duty, punishment for crimes against society, treatment of the poor, perjury, restoration of 

property, fraud, and bribery. This is really amazing considering they were just a wandering group of 

people. Yeshua talked about some of these things in the gospels. Perhaps take some time to think about 

how these things can be properly applied in our present day. For example, treating slaves right could 

apply to not overworking our employees.   

 

What other laws in the Torah can be properly applied in other ways? 

* Treating the spouses of your children as sons and daughters. 

* Be ready to make restitution if necessary; for example, insurance, or have savings set aside. 
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* When selling something, sell it for a fair value. 

* If you find something that belongs to someone else, try to find the owner.  

* Perhaps loving others could include being patient or kind.  

* Perhaps loving God can also include valuing Him above everything else.  

There are many good and appropriate ways to apply the Torah. The Torah teaches us to do what is right 

and good – good works. 

 

As you can see, commandments like restitution required extra judgments be made. For example, what was 

the needed restitution? The rabbis say that the judgments they made and instituted are the commandments 

of God, but they are not.2 The problem with man making up commandments is they are subject to 

interpretation and not the actual commands of God. They may be helpful (I personally find some 

helpful.), but the Mishna and the Talmud (oral law) are only commentaries and helps. We can learn a lot 

about the culture that Yeshua lived in and find some good advice, but they are not God's word or His 

commandments. The Mishna and the Talmud contain extra commandments and advice, stories, and 

teachings. Some of the things these Jewish commentaries teach are wrong and the Messiah Yeshua says 

so in His teachings; some though have some sensible applications of God's instructions (Torah). God is 

God and we are not.  

 

It should go without question we need a basic understanding of how to live. We also need to be aware and 

act appropriately in the present and prepare for our future as we move forward with our faith. As we can 

see, the Bible says that wisdom is a good thing. The basics of God's commandments are important and 

from those we can better develop an understanding of how to live right. Referring to mature believers, 

"Those whose faculties have been trained by continuous exercise to distinguish good from evil;" Hebrews 

5:14 CJB. The Bible is our fundamental source on how we should live. We also need good advice on the 

other issues of life. I have found that there are many people available who have lots of wisdom. We can 

find good advice on a multitude of issues. For example, one of them is finances.  

 

I had no financial plan in place when I was young which was a big mistake. I came across Financial Peace 

from Dave Ramsey and put his plan into place and it has worked out amazingly well. It wasn't all that 

hard for me. His financial advice was key to living a more stress-free financial life. "Listen to advice, and 

accept discipline, so that in the end you will be wise." Provers 19:20 CJB. The book of proverbs talks 

about the wisdom of doing what is right spiritually and ordinary good sense. It's good to be open to 

advice, it can get us going in the right direction both spiritually and with the details of life. If you need 

advice for buying a car, do that before you go buy a car. If you need advice on real estate law, see a real 

estate lawyer. If you want to read old manuscripts, you need someone who has experience. I've done some 

of that years ago and I definitely needed some help getting started. When Nehemiah Gordon says this is 

how they wrote their script and this is how they wrote the name of God, he's teaching us how to read the 

Hebrew manuscript of Matthew. He was a dead sea scholar and can be a tremendous help to the believers 

in Messiah with his scholarship.  

 

Financial goals keep us from getting into trouble financially; health goals such as exercise help us with 

our health. And why not have goals about keeping God's commandments and staying healthy spiritually. 

Think about how you can accomplish that. Also, perhaps in order to stay healthy physically, we also have 

to eat right. In order to accomplish things spiritually or in other areas of our life we need to exercise self-

                                                 
2 These judgments also got added to commandments inappropriately and became a burden on society. God instructions (Torah) 

are not too difficult to keep the Bible says. "For this mitzvah" (commandment) "which I am giving you today is not too hard for 

you, it is not beyond your reach;" Deuteronomy 30:11 CJB. 
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control. So, we need to plan and focus on what's important so we can accomplish what we are setting out 

to do. If we don't focus, we'll just do whatever and never accomplish the tasks that need to get done. 

 

We need to know how to treat others well and how to be our best self. We need to decide how we are 

going to balance our life and how to set goals. When I was still living at home, I wasn't a goal driven 

person, but that is the time to learn how to set goals and accomplish tasks. We need the basics for all of 

life and how to live right.  

 

We are in the world and only know a little of what’s going on. Be at peace with what you have and stand 

against the darkness that is in the world. That's true isn't it; we are only in our own small piece of the 

world. Our own little piece of the world needs to be healthy. Can you imagine a world where all the 

pieces are in a mess? We don't want to end up in a mess. I'm sure we want a good society where people do 

what is right.  

 

Psalms says, "You laid down your precepts for us to observe with care. May my ways be steady in 

observing your laws" … " I seek you with all my heart; don't let me stray from your mitzvot. I treasure 

your word in my heart, so that I won't sin against you;" Psalms 119:5-6, 10-11 CJB. Just like we need to 

do financial planning, we also need to do spiritual planning so we are healthy spiritually. Stand against 

doing what is wrong and don't stray from God's mitzvot, God's commandments. Stay just as focused 

spiritually as we would in any area of our life.  

 

That doesn't mean we are always working. Enjoy special times, be at rest in hobbies, in your physical 

endeavors (exercise or enjoyable work) or in doing other things you enjoy. Proverbs 15:13 CJB says, " A 

glad heart makes a face happy." Having fun and enjoying life is part of life. "A tranquil mind gives health 

to the body;" Proverbs 14:30 CJB. Years ago, I had a chance to acquaint myself with a multi-millionaire. 

He was a down to earth sensible person with a calm and caring demeanor. Make no mistake, he new how 

to succeed at his business very well and because of that he helped supply a livelihood and security for 

thousands. He evidently had worked out how to both work and enjoy life.  

 

Before I got to know him a little, I thought that he must be consumed with doing his job. I was really 

surprised that perhaps some of his success came from enjoying life. The Bible says, "I know that there is 

nothing better for them to do than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live. Still, the fact that 

everyone can eat and drink and enjoy the good that results from all his work, is a gift of God;" 

Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 CJB.  

 

While Israel was in the dessert, they danced, they talked, and had fun. I think we probably forget they 

were people just like us. My experience enjoying family and friends has been filled with fond memories 

of fun times, good food, humor and kindness, and much, much, more. Life is truly a gift from God, but we 

also need to do what is right and be focused in life in order to accomplish a genuine spirituality and to 

also take care of the things of life.   

 

 


